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Chapter 1

2014 Season Review

lan Hodder, Stanford University

Those who attended the excavations at Catalhdyik in the summer of 2014 might have been forgiven for thinking
they had come to the wrong site! The excavation methods used at the site have long been known to be slow and
painstaking, the main tools being dental picks and small brushes. Some of the field staff did use such tools this
year, but others found themselves amid mattocks, shovels, wheelbarrows and clouds of dust, returning to the
dig house at the end of each day caked in sweat and grime. As the overall Catalhoylik Research Project approach-
es its last years of excavation, the pace has quickened and the push is on to reach deeper levels and complete

the digging of buildings.

Figure 1.1. Part of the Yapi Kredi exhibit about Catalhdyiik at the Annual
Conference of the European Association of Archaeologists in Istanbul 2014
(Photo: Sennur Sentiirk).
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Figure 1.2. Viewof the North Area showing Building 132 emerging in the
foreground (Photo: Jason Quinlan).

One impact of the larger-scale and pace
of work was that the size of the team increased
in 2014 and for several weeks there were 140
researchers and students living and working
in the dig house. Team members came again
from over 22 different countries, funded by a
diversity of sources, including the British Insti-
tute at Ankara, and managed by Yildiz Dirmit,
based in the Stanford Archaeology Center. To
add to the crowding and complexity of the
season, two conferences were held at the site,
running back to back in the seminar room in
the dig house. Both international in scope, the
first dealt with ‘Religion, History and Place in
the Origin of Settled Life’, funded by the Tem-
pleton Foundation, and the second with ‘Social
and Economic Changes in the Second Half of
the 7th Millennium in the Near East’ funded by
the Polish Research Council. In addition, in mid
September, the team organized a session at the
annual conference in Istanbul of the European
Association of Archaeologists. The whole-day
session, on the topic of the ways in which as
a team we ‘assemble’ arguments from many
strands of data, was well received and attract-
ed much interest. Also at the conference ven-
ue in Istanbul Technical University, a team from
one of our main sponsors, Yapi Kredi, put on a
wonderful exhibit about the project, its results
and the communities it works with (Figure 1.1).
The exhibit attracted a good amount of inter-
est and press coverage.



The enhanced speed and scale of excavation certainly paid off in terms of our understanding the nature
of buildings and building sequences at this 9,000 year old tell-site in central Turkey. We had always thought,
and previous excavations have always found, that later buildings were built directly on top of earlier buildings.
The focus on continuity of houses over many rebuilds and generations was very important at the site. But in

T Spa ce : .
Space Space S N
IR A v B,
N B L S Sy A i
“Spiace Space Space Space p1a 7c 4 [
LI-2g 32 33 L
';‘ Building |
* 102 ',__j

-
1 1 Space
Building 131

Spacce 85
Building 3

Space
41

5
l

Building 114
Space o Space 87 S%%ce Space i
Space g Building 77 89 i
78 i
Building 132 -
?153 Space !
' 82
Bundlng 108
Building 113 H

Bunldlng 132 Space 99

Space 60

Space 90

Building 49
Building 52

.__I:II._.___II,. T g

Building i
48 g

Building 82

[ ] suilding 77, Building 108\

0 5 10 m‘ I

Catalhoyik GIS 2014

Figure 1.3. Plan of buildings discovered in the North Area at Catalhéyiik (Source:

Camilla Mazzucato).

digging beneath Building 77 we found
something startlingly new. Instead of a
precursor the same size and shape as
B.77, we found a massive, double-sized
building with unprecedented thick
walls. This Building 132 is seen in the
foreground in Figure 1.2. The current
plan of the Neolithic buildings in the
north part of the site (shown in Fig-
ure 1.3) makes it clear that the walls
of B.132 were unusually thick. And
the building was so large that it was
replaced by two buildings — the elabo-
rate B.77, and the B.108 to the south.
Figure 1.4 also shows a section through
the deposits of B.108, down into the
underlying Sp.511 that is the southern
room of B.132. The section shows that
the southern wall of B.132 (Sp.511)
collapsed into the partially filled room,
before the area was used as a midden
(perhaps for B.77) and was then built
over by B.108. The section again shows
the remarkably thick walls in compari-
son to B.108. We look forward to finish-
ing the excavation of B.132 in 2015 to
see whether its large size is an indicator
of special functions or status. Hundreds
of buildings have so far been excavated.
All are constrained in size and have thin
walls (except in the upper levels where
the architecture changes). At the time
of B.132 it stood out as very different
from the rest. Is this the first indication
of some type of building at the site that
had some special function?

Immediately to the south of B.132, we continued excavating B.52 including its Sp.90 (Figure 1.3). We are
gradually starting to understand the very complex life-history of this building — or rather complex of buildings.
The sequence shows a clear example of aggrandizing. Originally two smaller buildings, walls were knocked
through and the floors of the main room expanded to produce one very large building. Other rooms were added
on until there were eight rooms or spaces. This size of building, with so many rooms, is unusual, although the
walls are of the normal width, unlike B.132 to the north. Another instance of aggrandizing in this building is that
a small platform edge into which wild sheep horns had been set was later increased in size to a large bench set
with wild bull horns. In the later phase of occupation, a large bull’s head and horns were set into the wall and 11
bull horns stacked above them. All this suggests a social unit intent on expanding in size and symbolism. But the



 B.108, Sp.84

Figure 1.4. Section through the deposits in Building 108 and Building 132 (Sp.511) (Source: Arkadiusz Klimowicz).

functions in B.52 were the same as in other buildings. Again the question of whether B.132 is different in this
respect remains to be answered.

Nearby B.77 we found B.119. This has a very typical plan (Figure 1.3), one very similar to other buildings
around it, including B.1 and B.3. We now realize that most if not all buildings at Catalhdyik had some form of
paintings on their walls at some time during their occupation. Often these paintings were only visible for a short
period of time before being covered over again in white plaster. Building 119 turned out to have paintings of an
unusual sort in the northeast corner (Figure 1.5). We have found incised and impressed decoration on walls be-
fore, instead of the usual paintings on flat plaster. This was the first time we had found a hybrid technique in which
both painting and impression into
the plaster were used. But as usu-
al, the two to four layers of painting
were only brief episodes in the lon-
ger-term life of the house.

Many other buildings were
excavated in the North Area of the
site, several containing thick depos-
its of clean fill, necessitating hard
labour in the often extreme heat.
We are now beginning to get a
good overall plan of this part of the
site in the middle layers of occupa-
tion (Figure 1.3) and it is clear that
there are groupings and sectors of

housing and midden with different

Figure 1‘5 Wall painting discovered in the northeast corner f Building 119 (Photo: Charatfterlst'lcs. Final resolving th.e
Jason Quinlan). changing plan of the North Area will




depend on detailed stratigraphic and radiocarbon research.
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Figure 1.6. View 014 excavations in the South rea at Cta/héyijk (Photo: Jason Quinlan).

We also excavated in the South Area shown in Figure 1.6. Here a large number of buildings were excavated
leading to new discoveries of wall paintings. In particular we worked hard and pushed through B.43 in order to
uncover the footprint of the underlying building (as yet un-numbered). In these earlier levels we began to see a
pattern that had not been clear before — that many of the buildings were linked by crawl-holes, or by niches that
cut into neighboring buildings. There seems to have been more connectivity between buildings early on, and this
is allowing us to get a better handle on the complex stratigraphies of the buildings in this part of the site.

On a final note, we expanded our experiment with paperless planning, using tablets, to over 10 excavation
teams (termed ‘pods’). The excavators soon got used to the very sensitive touch-screens, and many asserted
that use of the tablets saved time and was more efficient than traditional methods. Using the tablets in the
trenches also allows more information to be made available to excavators as they dig.
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Photo: Jason Quinlan.
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Chapter 2

Excavations in the North Area

Burcu Tung, University of California, Merced

This season work at the northern areas of the mound focused on 10 separate buildings and spaces and one
trench within and immediately outside of the northern shelter (see Figure 1.3 in Introduction). The excavation
team within the North Shelter comprised of an international team of 29 excavators and students. Much of the
work of this season focused on continuing excavations from previous years (B.52, B.77, B. 102, B.108, B.114,
B.119). Excavations that were initiated in 2012 but given a break in 2013 were continued in three areas (B.113,
B.128, Sp.99). Finally, this season saw the commencement of work within two completely new areas (the B.129
and B.131 sequence and GT4). Below is a summary of this year’s findings.

Building 52

Excavations continued where there were left off in 2013 with a focus on Sp.94, with the aim of connecting the
two platform areas located in the western end and the northeastern corner of the building. The removal of a
number of platform surfaces in the building’s northeastern corner revealed an earlier phase of platforms (F.7605
and F.7617) used contemporaneously with an earlier phase of floor (F.7618) exposed within the central floor
area of the building. Excavations continued in the western raised platform (F.2174 and F.2177) area that con-
tained the horned bench, revealing complex stratigraphic relationships caused by an abundance of activity in
this area.

Figure 2.1. Building 52 at the end of the excavation season (Phota: Jason Quinlan).
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The excavations this season revealed in an earlier phases of use of B.52, although the eastern and western
section of the building, as it is currently exposed is not in phase (Figure 2.1). The eastern end of Sp.94 is repre-
sented by the northern platforms and the central and southern floor areas. While the configuration is similar to
the later use of the building, there are some changes in the size of the platforms as well as the extent of the cen-
tral floor area, which is not entirely exposed. The southern floor area no longer has a fire installation associated
with it. The raised western end represents a slightly later phase in occupation, particularly the northwestern cor-
ner. Here we see that the southern platform contains no benches and is connected to the southern space with a
large step-like feature that appears to cut an earlier wall, possibly belonging to the western predecessor of B.52.
Next season excavations will focus on bringing the entire building to phase with an emphasis on the excavation
of the building’s side rooms and the raised western area. Below is a more detailed overview of the three areas
of excavation within Sp.94.

The northern platforms

Located in the northeastern corner of the northern end of Sp.94, platform F.7605 at 1.3m length and 1.6m width
is larger than its predecessor of platform F.3695. The final floor of use, (21313) remains in situ. Abutting F.7605
to the west is platform F.7617, the predecessor of platform F.3694. At 1.1m wide and 1.1m long it is much small-
er than its successor. Its final use surface, (21389), also remains in situ. These surfaces are contemporary with
surface (21390) immediately to the south (see below).

Before the remodeling of this
northern area, burial F.7606 was
placed within platform F.7605.
Partially truncated by later burial
F.7120, F.7606 contained the re-
mains of a primary young adult
Sk(21526), buried in a flexed po-
sition on its left side facing the
north with its feet to the east. The
cranium and mandible of the in-
dividual was missing, although it
was matched later in the lab with
the cranium and manbidble found
within a later burial (F.7112) with-
in the successor platform F.3695
(see  Human Remains chapter
Figure 5.2). The semi-articulated
Figure 2.2. Overview of trench F.7332 in relation to platforms F.3694 and F.3695 (Photo: remains of a juvenile found with-
Remi Hadad). in the fill (21525) matched with

Sk(30521) which was excavated
from burial F.7120 in 2013. The fill of the burial contained some flakes of obsidian, fragments of shell and a small
flint flake. Some organic orange residue was found underneath the remains of the juvenile that were sampled
during excavation.

F.7606 can be viewed “as a termination event for platform 7605 and a foundation event for platform F.3695”
(RH, 27/7) as it was sealed by (30532) which was a thick (0.15m) make-up layer made from light brown silty clay
make-up, damaged from the building’s conflagration in places covering an area of 1.3m? area. This in turn was
sealed by (30516) which comprised of a number of finely layered plastered surfaces excavated as a single unit.
This unit represents the earliest occupation of platform F.3695.

The earliest surface of neighboring platform F.7617 was sealed by (21312), a composite unit comprised of
a very thick foundational make-up similar to (30532). This foundational make-up defined platform F.3694, and
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was covered with a multiple fine plastered surfaces, the final one painted red. The red surface was sealed by a
number fine plastered floors excavated as (30528), whose final plastering event had red painting on it. These
units covered an area of 1.2m?.

It is unclear which of the neighboring platforms was built first as platform F.3694’s eastern and southern
edges were cut by trench F.7332 (21124 cut, 21125 fill) destroying the constructional relationship between the
platforms. F.7332 was a 0.3m trench that essentially outlined the eastern and southern edges of platform F.3694.
The cut for the trench 0.2m deep, and was filled by brown silty clay fill that contained plaster bits within its ma-
trix. No artifacts or rubble of any sort were within the fill to point the function of the trench. It may be remain-
ing evidence of the removal of an architectural element. It may have also been an attempt to build a partition
around platform F.3694, which was later abandoned. The trench was sealed by plastered floored, excavated as a
part of (21120) which represents two consecutive plastering events and their respective make-ups.

The central and southern floor areas

The lower ‘floor’ area of B.52 within Sp.94 extends 3.3m by 2.6m. It is divided into two sections, the central floor
area and the southern floor area (Figure 2.3), by raised architectural elements that are aligned east-west across
two posts, one located by the eastern wall (pedestal F.1483) and another by the western raised area (post
F.7575). The southern floors contained more features and activity spots in comparison to the central floor area.
This season an earlier use phase of both areas was reached after the excavation of a number of very badly dam-
aged features and floors that represented the final phases of B.52.

Figure 2.3. Overview of the central and southern floor areas before excavation (Photo: Remi Hadad).

The earliest occupation phase reached during this season in the central floor area is represented by plas-
tered floor surface (21390). This surface is contemporary with floor (21393) to the south. Both surfaces remain
in situ and seem to have been actually deposited at the same time as they are made from the same plaster (see
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Figure 2.1). Both floors were sealed with (30539), a composite unit comprised of a thick sandy clay make-up and
an eroded plaster surface. This unit was contemporary with platforms F.3694 and F.3695. The deposit was badly
damaged by the fire that caused the abandonment of the house. It was in rather bad condition during the time
of excavation as it had been exposed to elements for over eight years. (30539) has not been entirely excavated
this season as the deposit runs beneath platform F.2174 at the western end of Sp.94. Many features identified
above this floor in 2006 were barely recognizable due to general erosion, and were all excavated this season. A
number of new features were also identified.

Post F.7575 located centrally within Sp.94 was cut into make-up (30539). The post itself, (21320), which was
retrieved completely carbonized, was a small post, 0.08m in diameter. Its shallow cut, (21319), indicates that the
post was not used to bare weight, but may have been a space differentiating feature. In the same alignment of
post F.7575 was kerb F.1582 identified in 2006. Very little of this feature remained intact and was excavated as
unit (21321), comprised of “3-4 remaining layers of highly scorched plaster covering a thin layer of make up ma-
terial” (RH, 2012). Immediately to the southeast of the kerb was the remnant of pedestal F.1483, (21326), which
did not show any structure. The remnants of the ladder base, F.1484, were excavated as (21327).

The excavation of the badly damaged hearth F.1482, ((21384) cut, (21329) arbitrary layer), revealed a small
scoop, F.7588, filled with ash and quite a bit of animal bone. F.7588 may have been a foundational deposit for
hearth F.1482. During the use of the hearth, five other scoops were deposited immediately around it (F.7585,
F.7586, F.7589, F.7596 and F.7597). These scoops contained charcoal and ash, and less bone than those found in
scoop F.7588. Some of these scoops were actually sealed by floor (21311), which represent very badly eroded
floors most likely associated with the final use of B.52. As such, they are contemporary with the floating plas-
tered floors excavated in the central floor area excavated as (21310).

The western platforms

The raised western end of Sp.94 (Figure 2.4) which contains platform F.2177 to the south and platform F.2174 to
the north divided by a series of horned benches (F.2021 and F.7118) are stratigraphically later than the deposits
described bothin the northern platform area and in the central and southern floor areas. The complex sequence of
remodeling events is definitely unique and compliments the building’s unusual life-history. One of the main aims

- for the following season
will be to resolve the
stratigraphic discrepan-
cy between the western
and of the building with
the remaining sequenc-
es in order to reveal
an earlier occupation-
al phase of the entire
building.

The earliest archi-
tectural feature identi-
fied this season in this
area is wall F.2184 that
runs east-west. The
western end of it was
identified in 2006 be-
hind bench F.2021 as
a pillar. The removal

Figure 2.4. Overview of bench F.7118, partition F.7315, and partition F.7316 facing south. Note that the
connection between F.7315 and the horned bench was excavated last season. The outline of the cut
and the fill of cache F.7555 can be seen within the division created by F.7118 and F.7315 (Photo: Paul of the two sequences
E. Pettersson). of benches in last two
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years has revealed that F.2184 is actually an internal wall that may have extended to meet F.2013. Both walls
were truncated to form the raised platform area. In fact, the truncation may have been implemented to form
step F.7642.

Platform/floor F.7637 abuts the southern, while platform/floor F.7638 abuts the northern face of wall
F.2184. The top-most layer of the southern platform was excavated as (21392) revealing another plastered sur-
face (21396) that remains in situ. Horned bench F.7118 was constructed above (21392) and the wall F.2184. The
feature, completely excavated this season, revealed at least six pairs of wild sheep and one pair of wild goat
horns. The horns were stacked at the beginning of the bench where room permitted — possibly for the first three
pairs. The wild goat horn pair was the third pair in the row, located at the bottom. The bench was constructed
with a clay core (30501) to which all the horns were attached. It was then plastered over a number of times
(21383), and saw a number of repairs ((21382), (21389)).

The bench stood by itself in this area for some time, evidenced by continuous floor and make-up deposit
(30519). A number of partition elements, however, were soon added and joined with bench F.7118 to clearly
delineate very specific divisions of space. A partition wall extending 0.6m was attached to wall F.2012 creating
feature F.7316. Then, L-shaped partition wall F.7315 was constructed and joined with the tip of bench F.7118 to
create a square partitioned area above platform F.2177. These features were then joined with the addition of
F.7554. At this point the southwestern corner space delineated by partition F.7316 and F.7315 was filled with a
heterogeneous deposit, (21112) that contained a lot of rubble within. The skeleton (30531) of a juvenile that was
placed on its right, facing the north with its feet to the south that was excavated with arbitrary fill (30530) was
actually placed in this area before the infilling process took place and therefore does not have a cut associated
with it.

A similar filling event took place in the partition area joined by features F.7118 and F.7315. This deposit
was excavated in 2012. Before the filling took place, it appears that a cache was removed from this area of the
building, identified as F.7555. The feature’s fill (30536) contained no discernible artifacts. The empty circular pit
while thought to have been a burial cut before its excavation may actually been formed through two separate
events, a cut made first for the placement of a cache and a cut made for the retrieval of the cache, the former
event having been truncated by the latter.

Building 77

This season, all of the remaining walls of B.77 and its final occupation phase were removed to uncover its prede-
cessor, B.132. During the excavations of the final occupation phase of the building, two infant burials from the
eastern platform, two adult and one infant burial from the northeastern platform, and four infant and juvenile
burials from the north central platform were excavated. The burials did not contain any finds although all of the
infants and juveniles had some evidence of cord binding and two were buried within baskets that were badly
preserved. Next year, excavations will begin within B.132, the predecessor of B.77.

Building 132

Building 132 is the predecessor of Building 77. It is one of the largest buildings uncovered at Neolithic Catal-
hoyilk: Two buildings, B.108 and B.77, were built above the entire space B.132 covered (Figure 2.5). With its
massive walls (about 0.6m wide) not typical to the buildings that were constructed in the mid and early occupa-
tion sequences of the mound to which this building belongs to, B.132 can be considered unique.

The building consists of main room, Sp.531 to the north and side room, Sp.511 to the south. The entirety
of the main space, Sp.531, was exposed at the end of the season, and is defined by wall F.7584 ((22070) brick,
(22071) mortar) to the north, wall F.7149 to the east ((19552) brick, (19553) mortar), partition wall F.3679 to the
south ((30143) brick, (30144) mortar) and wall F.7346 to the west ((22029) brick, (22030) mortar). This main
space measures 5.7m north-south and 6.3m east west. Side room Sp.511 was exposed in 2013 only partially,
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defined by partition wall F.3679 to the north, wall F.7126 to the east (same as F.7149), wall F.7125 to the south
and the limit of excavation to the west (see North Shelter Archive Report 2013). The cross-section produced by
this limit of excavation (see Figure 1.4 in the introduction) has been very informative stratigraphically. One can
also see how thick the walls of B.132 were in comparison to the walls of B.77 and B.108. It is also evident how
the B.132’s walls were essentially toppled over inwards during its abandonment.
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Figure 2.5. Overview of the main space of B.132 (facing north) during excavation (photo by Jason Quinlan).

By the end of this excavation season, with the removal of almost all of the occupational and constructional
sequences of B.77, the upper-most infill, (21622), of the building was exposed. What is rather interesting is the
placement of three burials cutting this infill, most likely interred before the construction of the walls of B.77,
but definitely after the entire abandonment of B.132. F.7634 ((21634) infill, (21635) cut) was placed centrally,
while F.7632 and F.7633 ((21632) infill, (21633) cut) were placed side by side at the eastern end of the space.
The cuts of these burials are circular, between 0.7m and 0.8m in diameter. Only one of them, F.7632 ((21630)
infill, (21636) skeleton, (21631) cut), was excavated, albeit partially. Once it became apparent that the feature
belonged to a burial, the decision to leave excavation for the following excavation year was made. The size of the
cuts and the few bones exposed in F.7632 indicate that the burials most likely belong to adults.

The aim for the 2015 excavation season is to expose the final occupational phase of the main space of B.132.

The construction of Building 77

After the interment of the abandonment burials discussed above, currently interpreted to be associated with
B.132, an orangish brown silty clay constructional make-up, (22080) and (22068), was placed within the general
outline of where B.77 was constructed. (22080) represents the make-up placed within Sp.336 while (22068) is
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the make-up placed in Sp.337. These deposits were used as leveling deposits. A small section of (22080) - the
northeastern corner - remains in situ, covered by an “island” of burials left unexcavated due to time constraints
in the 2014 excavation season. A number of activities, associated with the foundation of the building were iden-
tified this season to have taken place immediately after the deposition of (22080).

Foundational burials

Once the outline of B.77 was made the leveling deposit, at least four foundational burials were interred to the
northern section of the building’s space, where the north-central platform, F.6062 would eventually be placed.
The earliest of these burials belong to an adult, and remains to be excavated.

Feature 7611 ((21605) infill, (21606) skeleton, (21613) cut) was a primary burial of a child in a flexed posi-
tion lying on its left facing north. The skeleton was in poor condition and highly disturbed by post-depositional
processes. While no burial goods were associated with the individual, the burial cut was lined with a fine orange
material and imprints of 1cm thick woven cord (Figure 2.6) was recovered under its head, left ribcage and left
arm.

Feature 7629 ((21623) infill,
(21624) skeleton, (21629) cut)
was a primary disturbed burial
of a juvenile. While its head was
to the west and feet to the east,
it is unclear which side the skele-
ton was actually placed on due to
the intense rodent activity in the
area. A fine orange deposit, sim-
ilar to the one found in F.7611,
lined parts of the cut and there
were cord imprints preserved as
phytoliths on some of the bones.
This burial shares the same cut
and infill numbers as burial F.7639
Sk(21629). This is the burial of a
neonate within a basket. This buri-

¢ T - # Mg al could have been placed with the
Figure 2.6. Cord imprint associated with Sk(21606) within burial F.7611 (photo by Jason adult that remains in situ as the
Quinlan). cranium of the neonate was found
smashed above the adult’s femur. The basket was lifted as 21623.x1. Again, organic orange material was recov-
ered from beneath some of the bones.

Feature 7640 ((21637) infill, (21639) skeleton, (21638) cut) was the primary burial of an infant, buried in
a flexed position placed on its right with its head to the south and feet to the north. Traces of orange organic
material were also found within this burial.

Although none of these foundational burials had associated burial goods with them, it is quite remarkable
that all had some evidence of cord use during the interment. It is not clear what the orange organic material
traces represent, although it is possible that the burials were interred with a hide. Evidence for this is seen in at
least one of the later burials in the building (see below, burial F.7309).

Erecting the walls of Building 77

Once the building’s plan was outlined, its walls were constructed. All of B.77’s walls, including the northern
and southern partition walls, were bonded to each other. The northern (F.3094, (17586) brick, (22056) mortar),
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eastern (F. 3095, (19552) brick, (19553) mortar) and western walls (F.3097, (22039) brick, (22040) mortar) of the
building were immediately constructed above the walls of B.132. The southern wall (F.3096, F.7301) however,
was placed around 1.7m to 1.5m further northward from the partition wall of B.132. To add more stability to
the southern wall, the builders actually set the entire wall within a foundation trench. Similarly, the northern
(F.3098) and southern (F.3099) partition walls were placed within small foundation trenches. The bonded walls
and the use of foundation trenches for those walls not supported by B.132’s walls indicate that the building’s
plan and possible constructional instabilities were premeditated before its construction.

The conflagration that caused the abandonment of B.77 had highly damaged the walls in both if its spaces.
All of the walls show intense evidence of burning, and only in a few areas were some undamaged bricks and
mortar, mostly at the bottom most layers of the southern wall. As such all of the walls show a medley of coloring
for the brick and mortar, ranging from bright reddish brown to black. Despite the changes in color caused by the
burning, it is clear that all of the walls, with the exception of the central eastern section of the southern wall
(see discussion below), were constructed from the same mud brick and mortar. The mud brick was made from
a fine sandy clay orangish-brown alluvial sediment with the inclusion of quite a bit of plant-based temper. It was
shaped into pieces about 0.85m to 0.90m long, 0.30m wide and 0.10m thick, the most common brick size seen
on site. The mortar used for the building, on the other hand was clay-rich clean sediment that revealed its blocky
structure after the baking caused by the fire.

As mentioned above, the southern wall was placed within a foundation trench. The cut (22076) of foun-
dation trench F.7591 extended 6.5m east-west, was approximately 1.3m wide and 0.3m deep. Once dug, it was
filled by two courses of brick and a silty clay mortar, excavated as unit (22088). The foundation trench was then
filled with (22099), which was a heterogeneous deposit comprised of crushed bricks and plaster. Then, southern
wall F.7301 ((30149) brick, (30150) mortar) was constructed.

Feature 7590, is the foundation trench for the northern partition wall. The cut (22074) for the trench, ex-
tending 1.7m, is actually shorter than the recorded extent of the wall itself by about 0.5m. This cut was sealed at
its northern end with a clay-rich sediment, (22081), that acted as a stabilizer. This was in turn sealed with sandy
clay loam (22073) that covered the entire foundation trench, before the construction of the wall. The southern
partition wall’s foundation trench, F.7598 was about the same size as the southern partition wall itself. It was
filled with (22082), a sandy loam deposit that was friable, to which on top the partition wall was built on.

A small circular posthole 0.16m in diameter, F.7592, was placed at the corner of the western face of parti-
tion wall F.3099. The shallow cut, (22078), cut the foundation deposits and its fill, (22077), did not contain any
artifacts. Nevertheless the feature may represent an architectural element related to the passageway between
the two rooms.

The placement of structural timbers

Once the walls were constructed, the structural timbers of the building were placed. Three posts placed, one
after the other in a north-south alignment, about 0.7m to 0.8m east of the northern partition wall F.3098. The
southern-most of these was F.7595 ((17540) timber, (19594) cut), followed by F.7594 ((17543) timber, (19592)
cut), followed by F.7593 ((17541) timber, (19599) cut). These timbers were incorporated into various features
located in this area, the most impressive one being F.6050 — a massive partitioned area with high walls used at
the latest occupation phase of the building.

Another post, F.6069 ((17542) timber, (19296) packing, (20600) cut) was placed almost in the same north-
south alignment of the posts described above, abutting the northern wall F.3094. The cut of this post, as with the
other two posts that abutted the walls of the building (see below) contained a dense clay rich packing material,
(19296), that was wedged in behind the post while still moist.

Two posts were placed abutting the eastern wall. Post F.6055 ((17537) timber, (21610) packing, (21609)
cut) formed southern corner of platform F.6055. The cut for the post was thin and oval and the dense packing
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was used at the bottom of the cut behind the timber. In contrast, post F.6065 ((17538) timber, (21621) packing,
(20600) cut) had a packing material that surrounded the entire cut, clearly placed in after the timber was posi-
tioned. This eventually formed the southern boundary of eastern platform F.6056.

Other activities

During the construction of the walls other activities took place within Sp.336 by the southern wall. Five small
activity pits and a fire spot were excavated. F.7622 ((21617) infill, (21618) cut) was a small scoop of burnt plant
material, about 0.23m in diameter and only 0.03m thick. This little scoop was actually cut by another small pit
0.20m in diameter, F.7623 ((21619) fill, (21620) cut), which was most likely a posthole evident by its depth of
0.30m. Both of these features were in turn sealed by a firespot (22092), which was irregular in shape about
0.55m in diameter. The fire spot was a shallow depositional event with an abundance of charcoal within its sandy
and ashy dark gray matrix. It may be associated with a third small pit, identified as scoop, found immediately to
its east, F.7602 ((22097) infill, (22098) cut), cutting the primary make-up of the space, (22080). This scoop was
0.14m in diameter and relatively shallow, as though it was cut to hold a pot.

Two other small pits were found nearby, within the boundaries of the southern wall’s foundation trench.
F.7601 ((22095) fill, (22096) cut) cut the infill of the foundation trench deposit (22075). A small (0.2m diameter)
and shallow pit with a charcoal-rich infill, it has been interpreted to be associated with cooking / burning activ-
ities. After it was filled, it was cut by another small pit, F.7600 ((22093) infill, (22094) cut). This too was a small
scoop-like pit.

To summarize, there were four scoop-like deposits associated with small-scale cooking/burning activities,
one post-hole and a firespot at the southern end of the building. The location of these activities and their asso-
ciation with burning/cooking is consistent with the use of space at Catalhoyik in general, the southern end of
buildings being associated with domestic activities. What is interesting is the consistency of the Neolithic build-
ers in using this section of a house still under construction for such activities.

Once the northern wall was erected, niche F.6067 (21612 cut) was cut centrally into the wall by northeast-
ern platform F.6051. At the same time lateral post F.6068 (17569 timber, 21608 cut) was placed centrally above
the northeastern platform, cutting through the eastern wall.

Once the walls were erected and the timbers were set in place, the entirety of Sp.336 was sealed by orang-
ish brown lluvial make-up, (22084). It is above this make-up that the main architectural features and divisions
were placed within the building.

The arrangement of Space 336

The overall layout of Sp.336 could be considered to be pre-determined as its organization shows very little
change from its inception. The building was delineated into six general areas: The northwestern quadrant of the
space was distinguished by multiple bin/basin-like structures that would eventually form a massive partitioned
area supported by the timbers. The northern wall was flanked by two platforms that denoted two separate areas,
the lower central platform F.6062/F.3617 and the higher northeastern platform F.6051. The eastern end of the
space was distinguished by yet another platform, F.6052 that was flanked on each side by engaged pillars. The
entire southern end of the space can also be distinguished as a separate activity area, as can the central floors.

Northeastern platform F.6051
The northeastern platform F.6051 was the first platform to be shaped in the space. Its initial makeup (22091)
abutting the northern wall, was contained to the west and south with the use of planks. The eastern edge of
the deposit actually abutted the remaining stump of the eastern wall of B.132. This layer was sealed by (22079)
which was laid out in the same fashion. The make-up and B.132’s eastern wall was then sealed by the earliest
plastered floors of the platform.
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This season, three burials were excavated from the platform. The cuts for all of these burials were very
badly disturbed due to later burial activities. As such, their sequence of interment in relation to the floors of the
platform is lost. Nevertheless, it was possible to infer their sequence of burial in relation to each other. The ear-
liest burial in the sequence is F.7562 ((22041) infill, (30199) skeleton, (22065) basket, (22042) cut), a primary
disturbed juvenile that was placed within an oval basket. It is impossible to tell whether this was a foundational
burial or one of the earliest burials within the platform. An exciting feature of this burial was the preservation of
the basket in which the individual was buried in. The basket was 0.40m long, 0.3m wide. It stood 0.2m high at its
southeastern end (Figure 2.7). Burial F.7630 ((21626) fill, (21627) skeleton, (21640) cut) belonged to a primary
disturbed adult buried flexed
in a supine position. Only the
lower section of its upper
body and a few long bones
were preserved. It was placed
centrally but towards the
northern end of the platform.
Burial F.7309  ((30154)/
(30195) fill, (30173) skeleton,
(22033) cut) was the primary
disturbed burial of an adult.
The flexed body was placed to
the southwestern end of the
platform on its left side with it
is head to the west and feet to
the east. A number of finds
were associated with the
burial, including stone beads
and a ground stone tool with

Figure 2.7. Phytolith impressions of the outer edge of oval basket, (22065), that contained skel- ] X
eton (30199) within burial F.7562 (Photo: Jason Quinlan). pigments attached to it.

Northern platform F.3617

The make-up of northern platform F.3617 was excavated as different units through a few seasons: (22018),
(30590), (30597), (20950). These units are part of the same depositional event that formed the platform itself.
The southern boundary of the platform was delineated by a plank, and the make-up was poured in to the con-
fined space, to abut the northern wall and the northeastern platform. The western extent of the platform sloped
and gently diffused with the initial make up of the building, (22084) towards the partition wall. The western
boundary of the platform was delineated by the construction of a number of bin-like features against the west-
ern wall.

The northwestern corner

The earliest bins seen at the northwestern corner of the space were established immediately above the overall
make-up of the building, (22084). The remnants of these bins and floor remains were excavated this season and
will be stratigraphically linked post-excavation to the later features identified in prior years. Suffice to state here
that a number of shallower bins and basins lined the partition wall before the construction of F.6050.

Eastern platform F.6052

The outline of the eastern platform was formed with (22009), a dark orangish brown alluvial make-up deposit
similar to the make-up used on the other platforms. Floor remnants, (22017), were excavated from the eastern
end of the platform. These floors were cut by burial F.7333 ((22027) fill, (22026) skeleton, (22051) cut), the pri-
mary burial of an adolescent, buried supine in a flexed position with its head to the north, feet to the south. This
season, another burial, F.7609 ((21602) fill, (21603) skeleton, (21604) cut) was excavated from this platform.
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Placed centrally, it was difficult to understand this burial’s stratigraphic relationship with them platform itself.
The primary burial belonged to an infant that was buried tightly flexed on its left with its head to the west, feet
to the east. The burial contained evidence for cord use in the binding of the individual. Some of the bones rested
upon a soft dark brown organic material that was initially identified as fur. This would mean that the infant was
buried in a hide pouch, its body resting upon the fur.

The southern area

A total of at least eight fire installations located in the southern area of Sp.336 were used throughout the life-his-
tory of the building. Further post-excavation work is required to finalize the sequence of fire installation con-
struction and abandonment events in general. This season the earliest two fire installations were discovered and
excavated.

The earliest fire installation was F.7583. This was likely a trapezoid oven that was truncated by its northern
end in the Neolithic. The oven floor (22064) was built within a cut, (22072), which was flanked by a light orangish
brown sandy clay superstructure (22067, 22069). The oven floors were renovated once, (22059), and used for a
short period of time before being sealed by two separate deposits, (22046) and (22050).

Once the oven was out of use, circular fire installation F.7308, was placed immediately west of it. It not clear
whether the installation was an oven or a hearth. While its circular cut was preserved, its floors were largely
truncated by later constructional activities in the area. This installation had three episodes of use. The earliest
floors were excavated as (22055), which were then repaired by a make-up layer and re-plastered and used. This
make-up and use was excavated as (22015). The final repair and use was defined in the previous excavation sea-
son and recorded as (30167). A beige sandy packing material, (22061) may have been used as its superstructure
but is only preserved at its eastern end.

e o ”_ A : . Y ol
Figure 2.8. The remaining “island” of B.77 during excavation (Photo: Jason Quinlan).
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A small shallow pit, F.7564, measuring 0.27 by 0.22m, cut the earliest floors (22024) remaining in the south-
western corner of space 336. Its fill, (22036) contained the partial articulated skeleton of a lamb. The pit seems
to represent a symbolic offering.

Closing remarks on Building 77

A small ‘island’ of the building remains to be excavated in the following season. This island represents the north-
eastern corner of the space where many burials have been recorded (Figure 2.8).

Building 102
Contribution by Stella Marcheridis

Building 102 consists of Spaces 17 and 18. Only one week of excavation was dedicated to this building this sea-
son. Last year, excavations stopped in a level where both of these rooms were in phase individually, but not with
each other. This season, the aim of the excavation was to investigate the relationship between B.102, B.112 and
B.128, Sp.530 by clarifying the stratigraphy of the walls in the southwest corner. Another aim was to find a floor
level in Sp.18, bringing the two spaces closer in terms of phase, as well as removing the features still visible on
the current floor, (30169) of Sp.17.

Space 17

In Sp.17 work was restricted
to lifting remaining features
cut into floor (30169). A to-
tal of five features were re-
moved in this space. Three
small shallow pits (F.7621,
F.7624, F.7625) were clustered
together in the middle of the
space. They all cut each oth-
er (F7624 cut F.7621 which
cut F.7625; F7624 was cut by
F.7140). They were all similar
in size and placement as well
as composition of fill, which
was very homogenous and
sterile, with the following ex-
ceptions: Two x-finds were
found in F.7621. In the mid-
dle was obsidian flake/blade
21569.x1 and along its northern cut edge lay bovid rib 21569.x 2. On the rim of F.7625, a complete bone ring,
21574.x1, was found. This pit was vase-like in section. These small pits could have been made for a number of
things. One suggestion is that they might have been caches, which were emptied when laying the floor. But they
were not all covered by the floor at the same time, that is, since they cut each other means that each pit was
first dug, then used and then filled, then another pit was dug, used and filled, etc. The last in this series was the
large oval pit F.7141. After this floor (30544) was laid.

5
erview of Building 102 (facing south) at the end of the season (Photo: Jason Quin-

Figure 2.9, Ov
lan).

A large feature was made above F.7140, basin F.3699. This basin is connected to stone cluster F.7128 and
burial F.7134 and has a complex history in terms of renovation. Maybe these are all connected and that the
placement of the features in this particular spot, which was along or close to the partition wall F.3688 and in
the middle of the space, and in proximity to the cooking and heating facilities — oven F.7101 and hearth F.3692.
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Another pit that was excavated this season was is F.7628, located in the middle of Sp.17, which was a small
oval shallow pit. It contained four units. The first fill (21590) was sealed by a pure plaster, (21589). On it were
a few fragments of human bone were deriving from a child. As such the pit is currently interpreted as a bone
cache, where the bones had been retrieved before laying the plaster. The cut was uneven and had been leveled
by (21590). It was dug in the floor (30161). Immediately to its southeast was burial F.7626, which was actually
sealed by (30161). The burial was excavated out of sequence as bones were popping up and the risk of trampling
and its subsequent destruction was too high. It was a burial of a perinatal individual, with the head to the south,
tightly squeezed in a small pit (0.27x0.21m). It was lying on its right side, arms flexed with hands beneath its
cranium as if resting. The left leg was flexed, but the right was flexed backwards. It was located immediately west
of oven F.7305, which remains in situ, immediately below oven F.7101 that was removed last year. F.7626 cuts
another fill, (22133), probably of another burial, that remains to be excavated the following year.

Space 18

Excavations in Sp.18 began with the removal of packing layer (30139) which covered almost all of the space. It
was, compared to the general find-richness of the space, not rich in finds. It was composite deposit containing
clay and plaster inclusions. It should be considered as an accumulation of packing to the subsequent laying of
floor or matting excavated as (30953) in 2013. The underlying layer was (30161), a phytolith-rich floor covering
all Sp.18, remains in situ. Last year part of 30161 was visible only in the north part. It was sloping from the south
and the “threshold” between F.3688 (partition wall) and F.3655 (southern outer wall). A number of finds were
recorded in situ as 30161.x1-x6, ranging from ground stone, bone, to pottery.

We continued work on the bin F.3698 attached to the partition wall F.3688. We removed its walls, (20923),
which revealed the initial construction of the bin. From the beginning it was built with three separate walls
(22118, 22129, 22102). (22102) is the western wall, and was attached last. The western and northern had been
repaired with (22103), a make-up.

Work continued on bin F.7116, which is the latest of the now visible bins. It has not been removed fully.
F.7116 was very elaborate with a subdivision consisting of a mini-basin (20954 plaster, 22116 make-up) and shelf
((21598) plaster, (21599) make-up). Under these layers was a make-up/leveling layer, (22119). The subdivision
might have been created from the start when building the bin, since it seems that the internal wall, (22124) ac-
tually belongs to an older bin that remains in situ. In that case they flattened out the older bin’s fill with (22119)
and constructed a make up for first laying the basin and then the shelf.

The southwest corner of the space was investigated more thoroughly in terms of the walls. It has been very
unclear because of prehistoric wall collapse (20977) and truncation in 2012 which cut a large part of F.7627.
The top of F.3672 which was the east wall of B.112 was removed to further clarify the relations. At one point it
seems that F.3653 together with F.7599 in Sp.530 was a longer wall constituting the western limit of an older
building below B102 and Sp.530. This longer wall was cut creating F.3653 in Sp.17. Either contemporary with or
subsequent to the truncation, a dog-legged wall, F.3652 was constructed. Then a thinner wall, F.7627, was built
to support F.7616 (the eastern wall of B119). F.7627 is keyed with the latest courses of F.3655, making them
contemporary. It is still quite possible that F.3655 was built for that older building as well but that they built it
up, when creating F.7627 and cutting F.3653’s former extension. This renovation process created extra space, or
an extra corner, to Sp.18, which is an area full of activities. It also explains why the southwest corner was messy,
hard to define and full of wall collapse (20977).
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Building 113
With Maciej Chylenski

Building 113 was uncovered and partially excavated during 2012. It is comprised of two spaces, the main room
Sp.96 and side room Sp.95. Trapezoid in plan, it measures 7.75m in length, 4.40m in width by its southern end
and 6.5m in width by its northern end. In 2012, the building was cross-sectioned along a north-south axis and
most of the deposits that remained in the eastern half of the building were excavated. This season, work within
this area focused on removing the foundation walls of the building that were built up over 1.5m in depth in cer-
tain locations with re-used brick. The excavations revealed that in fact the building was constructed on a slope,
which was stepped from its northern end towards its southern end. As such the different courses of the foun-
dation wall were also stepped.

Space 532

Space 532 represents the earliest occupation phase excavated within the boundaries of B.113. The boundaries
of the space are currently defined to the west by the extent of excavation, to the south by the S-shaped support
wall F.6949 and to the east by support walls F.7701 and F.7700. The northern boundary of the space is yet to be
determined, although likely is defined by the southern wall (F.1024) of B.114 (Sp.87). The exposed yet unexca-
vated portion of the space, (22131) seems to have been a midden. Overlying (22131) were midden-like deposits
excavated consecutively as (22545) and (22130), deposits rich with charcoal containing fine orange lenses within
them. Of these deposits, (22130), which was excavated as an arbitrary layer, abuts support wall F.6949, while
overlaying partially exposed wall F.7702, most likely an earlier support wall beneath F.6949. F.6949 must have
been constructed during the occupation of B.52 or its predecessor quite, some time before the construction of
B.113. Support walls F.7701 and F.7700, point to the use of this area as an open space, supporting the western
wall of Sp.534, a building only partially exposed through the excavations within Sp.99 (see below).

Space 527 and the construction of Building 113

The Neolithic residents demonstrate a massive effort in the construction of B.113. This season more than 30 tons
of soil comprised of re-used bricks for foundation walls and a silty clay loam infill within the space delineated by
the foundation walls was excavated, from only half of the cross-sectioned building. In fact, the northern end of
the excavated area still contains foundation deposits that will be completed in the following season. Nonethe-
less, we now have a very good understanding of the construction process that took place in the erection of this
massive building.

Space 527 represents the founda-
tion activities for B.113 (Figure 2.10).
The building was built on a south-north
downward slope represented by the mid-
den deposits of Sp.532 (see above). These
deposits were truncated by (22134) for
the initial construction of the building.
The truncation was difficult to deter-
mine, although the top of it starts about
2m north of support wall F.6949. The cut
may have been made to actually retrieve
ash rich-sediments used in the mortar
for the foundation walls and surround-
ing deposits (see below). The truncation

S A g activity may have accentuated the slope
Figure 2.10. Overview of Space 527 facing west (Photo: Jason Quinlan). the building was set upon although this is
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difficult to determine at this stage.

The northern foundation wall
(F.7619) was the deepest (Figure 2.11),
with nine courses of bricks while the
southern foundation wall was the shal-
lowest (F.7341), with three courses of
bricks in accordance to the slope the
building was built on. The eastern foun-
dation wall (F.7613) was built stepping
up the slope with up to nine courses
by its northern end and only two by its
southern end. All of the foundation walls
were built with reused sandy clay orang-
ish brown bricks that were 0.85m long,
0.32m wide and 0.1m thick. Many of the
bricks had traces of plaster, sometimes
on their inner and sometime on their
outer sides giving the impression that the builders were not necessarily invested in how these re-used bricks
would be laid. In fact none of the courses were built exactly on top of each other except for the northern foun-
dation wall. One brick found on the southern foundation wall was plastered on both sides. The courses of the
eastern foundation wall (F.7613) occasionally stepped westward at least 0.05m, sometimes more, to the pointin
which the eastern wall (F.3677) was built 0.31m further east than the lowest foundation course. To the contrary,
the southern foundation wall’s courses stepped in and the building’s southern wall F.7100 had a 0.05m hang in
relation to the foundation wall F.7341.

Figure 2.11. Overview of the northern foundation wall F.7619 (facing north) (Pho-
to: Maciej Chyleniski).

The construction of the building must have started with the laying out of the northeastern corner of the
building. The northern foundation wall F.7619 was clearly bonded to the eastern foundation wall F.7613. Its re-
used bricks (21579) and mortar (21580) were identical as those used in F.7613 ((21515) brick, (21516) mortar).
As mentioned above, it seems to have been built irregularly, also with large gaps between its courses. Founda-
tion wall F.7613 had at least two different types of re-used bricks as a few of them were more sandy and orangish
than the rest. Mortar (21516) was orangish dark gray, containing an abundance of charcoal and constructional
debris. It was applied with variable thickness ranging from 0.04 to 0.25m. The southern foundation wall (F.7341)
was also bonded to the eastern foundation wall, although it must have been constructed slightly later than the
northern end of the building due to the time it would have taken to lay the foundation courses and associated
deposits. Deposits (21356) and (21547), located between the southern foundation wall and support wall F.6949
were the same material (see below) as the infill (21140) that was used as a foundational make-up for the entire
building.

As the foundation courses were set, Sp.527 was gradually infilled with (21140). Most likely the same as
(19567) excavated in 2012, this deposit is a gray loam containing a lot of orangish brown sandy clay specks and
fine charcoal inclusions as well as building materials. Larger pieces of constructional debris were found nearer
the walls. It is clear that the deposit - which is defined by the extent of excavation to the west and the southern,
eastern, and northern foundation walls - is very well-mixed and was over 20m? in mass. It contained occasional
yellowish clay lenses that may be related to the different days of construction, which are apparent in the build-
ing’s cross section. One firespot located by the eastern wall F.3677 actually continued under it sealing foundation
wall F.7613. This activity must have been one of the final activities that are defined by this deposit. The compo-
sition of the mortars used in the construction of the foundation walls is almost identical to the composition of
(21140). Essentially, the builders of B.113 were using the same deposits for the building’s general foundational
make-up and the mortar used in the foundation walls.
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Once (21140) was laid, the building’s walls were erected above the foundation walls (although as men-
tioned above, not directly above them). Due to erosion, it was not possible to understand the relationship be-
tween the northern wall (F.1022) and eastern wall (F.3677). F.1022 was badly preserved, its bricks (21513) and
mortar (21514) same as eastern wall F.3677. F.3677 was constructed with orangish yellow sandy clay loam bricks
(21116) about 1.0m in length 0.10m in height and 0.31m in width, bonded together with a gray ashy mortar with
few charcoal flecks (21117) applied with variable thickness ranging from 4cm to 10cm.

The building was divided into spaces 95 and 95, with the erection of the partition wall (F.3676) immediately
above (21140). Only three courses of this wall survived. The bricks (21114) were an orangish brown sandy loam
and mortar (21115) a light gray clay loam, were more affected by the conflagration that had taken place in the
building (see Tung 2012). The excavations this season confirmed the existence of a small passageway between
the two rooms where the partition wall ends 0.70m before it reaches the eastern wall.

During the excavation of the building, in-between wall fills were also excavated. In-between wall fill (21165)
was contained in a rectangular space, defined by the northwest corner of B.49 and its boundary to B.113, with
a panhandle extending west between the southern wall (F.7100) and the S-shaped support wall (F.6949). Het-
erogeneous in nature, the deposit contained constructional debris that included large pieces of oven floors,
especially by its eastern part where ashy spots were found. A large red deer antler, 21165.x1, seems to have
been intentionally placed in this contained area. Consecutive fills, (21118) and (21102) respectfully, were located
between eastern wall F.3677 and the possible support wall F.3678 defining the western boundary of Sp.99 (see
below for discussion). The fill between B.113 and B.114, (22117) was heterogeneous dark gray silty clay that
actually sealed an earlier fill which was deposited during the constructional phase of B.113.

There are interesting questions surrounding the construction of B.113. Where did the re-used bricks come
from? Re-used bricks were also observed in the deep foundation walls of neighboring building, B.108. Inciden-
tally these are the only two buildings that seem to have such deep foundation wall within this area. Where were
the deposits used for the foundational make-up coming from? Is it indeed in part midden from Sp.532? This
would explain the cut located in this area. Although if so much effort was to be made extracting deposits from
this area, why did the settler not spend a bit more effort actually making the foundation of the building more
level? Next season we hope to expand the fully excavate the western half of the building to gain a better insight
of the building’s stratigraphic relationship to the surrounding structures.

Building 114

Building 114, comprised of Sp.87 and Sp.88 is an east-west oriented rectangular building. Between 1997 and
2002, the BACH team completely excavated Sp.88, and partially excavated Sp.87. Since 2012, excavations
re-commenced within Sp.87 measuring internally about 4.60m in length and 1.7m in width. In 2012, excavations
only focused on the retrieval of a burial that had already been exposed by the BACH team and the infill of the
building, which covered its eastern two thirds. In 2013, it was decided that the building would essentially be ex-
cavated in 1m to 1.5m slices westward in order to leave sections to collect micromorphology samples. After the
collection of a few key samples (see chapter 24) this methodology was abandoned this season in order get a full
understanding of the division of space within this very small room.

Indeed, we now fully understand that Sp.87 defies almost all ‘rules’ that pertain to spatial configuration
at Catalhoylk. For example, this season we saw that the fire installation of the space was actually cut into the
northern wall. Immediately across this installation was the burial of a female adult (F.7614), at the southern sec-
tion of the space. By the end of the season, we were able to glean information on the general division of space
within this extremely complex, finely stratified and constantly modified small living area.

Space 87 (Figure 2.12) seems to have been divided into two main areas, although the boundaries of these
areas changed and the areas themselves underwent specific configurations through the use of the space. The
eastern half of the entire space can loosely be defined as the ‘clean’ area, with a platform at the southeast corner
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Figure 2.12. South-facing overview of the northwestern and southwestern quadrants of Space 87 (Photo: Aroa Garcia-Suarez).

of the space containing a number of burials. The western half of the space contained both ‘dirty’ area features
as well as elements of elaboration unique to the building. Two fire installations which were used in different
phases of the building were placed in the middle of this section against the northern wall. Immediately west of
the installations was a round pedestal/step like feature, F.7567 which had a simple relief and paint decoration
on it (see below). These features were all placed within a large depression that divided the western half of the
space into two distinctive areas: the northwestern quadrant and the southwestern quadrant.

The northwestern quadrant

The floors described in the southwestern quadrant may have actually extended to the northern wall, as they
seem to be cut by a shallow rectangular pit (21163) that shaped the northern activity area of the western half of
the space during the later occupation of the building. The rectangular depression began 1.9m down the north-
ern support wall F.3681 extending 0.6m centrally to the south of the space, meeting the western wall running
parallel across the northern wall. Not all of the deposits within this depression, defined as F.7343 have been
excavated.

The earliest deposits here belong to fire installation F. 7607 (Figure 2.13). The partially preserved instal-
lation was later truncated by the construction of fire installation F. 7345 and disturbed by post-depositional
processes, primarily animal burrows. The installation was built within cut (21537), which actually cut into a het-
erogeneous sandy clay fill, (21520). The installation contained three badly preserved make-up / floor deposits,
excavated from the lower most layer to the top as (21537), (21536) and (21534) which were sandy loam deposits
darkened by in situ burning. Once out of use, the hearth was sealed by a heterogeneous packing deposit (21358)
made of mud brick and plaster fragments.
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At this point the northern quadrant
may have been used without an active fire
installation, as it was remodeled with the
use of make-up (21358), which contained
ashy deposits within its matrix. It seems
to be at this point that the north-west-
ern quadrant went through a major re-
configuration with the construction of
support wall F.3681 (Figure 2.14). F.3681
abuts the northern wall of the building,
F.3682 extending 2.7m to the east from
the north-western corner of Sp.87. It was
built above a heterogeneous packing layer,
(21588), which may be contemporary with
(21358). This deposit contained “an articu-
Figure 2.13. Remains of fire installation F.7607 (facing north) (Photo: Aroa Gar-  |ated human hand, 21358.x1, consisting of
cia-Suarez). one metacarpal bone and several phalan-
ges” (AGS, 2014) that seemed to be placed
intentionally beneath the wall. The wall
itself was made of a light brown silty clay
mud brick (21560) and dark gray silty clay
mortar (21561). A niche-like feature was
cut about a third of the way down the wall.
Cut (21582), which formed this niche was
about 0.27m wide and 0.27m deep. Both
the wall and this niche-like feature were
coated with multiple layers of plaster up to
0.02m thick that were supported by an ini-
tial clay preparation layer that was 0.02m
to 0.03m thick, excavated as a single unit
(21559).

W e s e (M e x H
Figure 2.14. Support wall F.3681, pedestal F.7567, fire installation F. MOSt_IIkely constructed contempora-
the northwestern quadrant (facing north) (Photo: Aroa Garcia-Suarez). neously with support wall F.3681 a round
pedestal-like feature, F.7567 (Figure 2.14).

It was built from a compacted mud brick-like material (21564). The rounded surface of the feature had three
longitudinal shallow grooves cut into it which were painted with red plaster. The rest of the feature was covered
in white plaster. The western end of the feature, where it meets wall F.3681 seems to have been truncated in
the Neolithic, possibly representing an act of removal of something symbolic that rested at this juncture. With
its unique shape and decoration, the function of the feature remains unclear.

A series of floors, excavated as (21355) and (21343), were contemporaneous with the round pedestal.
(21355) is a sequence of two gray floors with their respective alluvial clay make-up, abutting the western and
northern wall by the round pedestal, truncated at its eastern end. (21343), stratigraphically immediately above
(21355), represents a single gray floor and its make-up and covers the entire northwestern quadrant.

At this point in the sequence another major shift took place within the north-western quadrant with the
construction of fire installation F.7345. The installation was constructed within circular cut (21345) that under-
cut support wall F.3681. The entire feature is 0.52m wide, 0.61m long and about 0.24 m deep, and consists of
four main use surfaces and one reparation event. The oven lip was prepared with a light grayish brown sandy
loam (21300), which was then lined by with a compact clay light brown material (21364) that formed a horse-
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shoe-shaped external lip abutting support wall F.3681, defining the outer edge of the installation. Three occu-
pational surfaces were excavated with their make-up, consecutively from the earliest surface to the latest as
(21176), (21175) and (21174). All surfaces were ‘swept’ before the construction of the new surface, devoid of
very many finds, although clearly scorched. The installation seems to have then undergone a minor reparation
phase with the construction of an inner lip, (21302) immediately above (21174). This lip was sealed by a very fine
final occupation layer (21169), which contained some charcoal and phytolith remains. The fire installation may
actually have been an oven; however, most of the evidence surrounding its superstructure was truncated in the
Neolithic during closure events and severely damaged post-depositionally due to animal burrowing.

The use of the fire installation definitely coincided with floor surface (21170) that covered the entire
north-western quadrant and had evidence of rake-out events with a high concentration of small charcoal pieces
within its matrix and on its surface. Once the fire installation went out of use, the entire northwestern quadrant,
which had initially been defined by the construction of depression F.7343, was sealed by massive clay-rich light
brown compact sediment, (21162) which did not contain any finds within its surface. (21162) was, in turn, sealed
by the building infill, excavated this season as (21113).

The southwestern quadrant

The southwestern quadrant of Sp.87
is distinguished by its slightly higher
elevation with regards to the northern
quadrant (Figure 2.15). The earliest
surface defined in this area, gray floor
(21572) remains in situ. It covers the
southern section of the western half of
the space and was truncated by burials
F.7615 ((21528) cut, (21571) skeleton,
(21527) fill) and F.7614 ((21523) cut,
(21550) skeleton, (21522) fill). This sea-
son only burial F.7614 was excavated.
This burial belonged to a young adult
female (21550) buried in a flexed po-

F . P R AR s B sition lying on her right, head to the
Figure 2.15. Overlooking the southwestern quadrant of the building where there is a west and feet to the east. While the

red painted niche and red grooves are etched on to the southern wall (facing south . .
P g (facing ) preservation of the bones was quite re-

(Photo: Aroa Garcia-Suarez). ]

markable, there were no burial goods
associated with the individual. The cut the individual was placed in was almost circular, with a diameter of 0.6m
and steep edges.

Sealing the burials as well as floor (21572) were a series of floors excavated consecutively as (21368) and
(21344). (21368) comprised of “three plaster floors (two gray and one white), with their respective orang-
ish-brown make-up” (AGS, 2014). (21344) consisted of four layers of gray floors and their respective orangish
brown make-up. The floors were “devoid of finds with the exception of two large ground stones (c. 20cm length)
carefully placed on the southwest corner of the building”, 21344.x1 and 21344.x2 (AGS, 2014). The floors sloped
at about a 20-25° angle to the south, abutting the undercut southern wall. These floors may have been contem-
porary with the use of later fire installation F.7345 within the north-western quadrant. The latest floor level was
sealed by the building’s infill, (21113).

The closure of Building 114

The infilling of B.114 was quite unique, as discussed in the 2012 Archive Report. To summarize, the building’s
infill contained a large number of animal and human bones in articulation across its matrix. Of particular interest
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was the articulated skeleton of an adolescent (19593) splayed on its right across the western end of building.
Because the building was ‘sliced’ in 2013, we have only been able to remove the final part of the infilling that
remained in the western third of the building this season. This part of the infill was excavated as a single unit,
(21113).

Unit (21113), as was the rest of the building’s infill, was an extremely compacted silty clay deposit that
contained within its matrix about large amounts of mudbrick (about 50%), fragments of oven floors, fragments
of mortar, fragments of plaster, and quite a bit of charcoal as well as animal and human bones. A bone cluster,
“composed of a human rib, 3 human incisors, a fragmented auroch humerus and several fragmented and uniden-
tified bones” (AGS, 2014) was found by the southern wall. Further, an articulated juvenile human foot, 21113.
x13 was found towards the middle of the room, next to an articulated human arm, 21113.x24, that included the
hand and the scapula.

A majority of the finds — especially the large animal bones and articulated human remains — within the
deposit were located close to and in the undercut of the southern wall. Here, “two superimposed patches, very
rich in ashes and burnt remains (mostly charcoal)” covering an area about 0.30 x 0.40m was identified. These
deposits were secondary refuse dumps, as there was no evidence of in situ burning. Such refuse indicative of
burning events were found in other parts of the building’s infill excavated in previous seasons.

Next season we intend on continuing work in the building to uncover the remaining burials and remove the
earlier depositions within the building.

Building 119

Building 119, located immediately east of B.5, is comprised of side room Sp.512 and main room Sp.513, covering
an area of 6.20m by 5.60m (Figure 2.16). The building is defined to the north by wall F.7709, to the west by wall
F.7710, to the south by wall F.7711, and to the east by wall F.7712. Spaces 512 and 513 are divided by two parti-
tion walls, one to the north, F.7145, and one to the south F. 7144. The southern partition wall was extended with
the addition of F.7577. The internal features of the building were exposed during last year’s excavations. This
year, excavations within the building focused on the post-retrieval pits and the closure activities associated with
them as well as the latest occupation phase of the building. A particularly poignant feature of the building is wall
painting F.7578, located on the northern wall, by the northeastern platform F.7317, comprised of red lozenges
(see below).

Space 513

The main space of the building, Sp.513, has a typical Catalhdylik configuration, with the oven and hearth at the
southern end of the building and clean white plastered platforms and benches flanked across the northern and
western walls. The entry way, was at the south-eastern corner of the building by the oven. This season, plastered
floor surfaces and their make-up correlating with the final occupation phase of the building were removed from
northern platform F.7319, the central floor area, south-western platform F.7325, as well as the southern eastern
cooking area. The plastered surfaces and their corresponding make-ups were excavated as singe units.

A few layers of very fine plastered floor surface with its corresponding very thin orangish brown make-up,
(21341) were removed from the north-western platform F.7319. In contrast the thin white plastered floor sur-
face on the south-western platform, excavated as (21578), had a much thicker corresponding orangish brown
make-up. The central floors, (21512) and (21539), while patchy, again, a same orangish brown alluvial make-up.
The make-up of these three floors must have been applied at the same time during the building’s final major
repair phase. A similar make-up can be seen in the sections of post-retrieval pits where floors have not yet been
excavated.

32



Figure 2.16. Overview of Building 119 (Photo: .Ison Quinlan). 7

Both oven F.7322 and hearth F.7323 belong to this final repair and consequent occupation phase. A number
of fine floors were also excavated in this area (22101, 21538), associated with the hearth and oven. Finally, a
small ‘scoop’, F.7569, was located immediately east of the oven, and may be a feature associated with the en-
tryway of the building. Its circular 0.2m diameter cut, (21541), was filled with a dark brown deposit (21369) that
did not contain any discernible finds.

The oven was built before the hearth as floors (22122) that abut the oven walls, which have not yet been
excavated, rest below hearth F.7323. So at one point during the reparation of the hearth, the building was using
only its oven as a fire installation. The exact opposite may be true for the construction of the oven, with only an
earlier hearth being used as the building’s fire installation immediately before and while the oven’s construction,
but this will need to be confirmed during excavations next season.

Oven F.7322

Oven F.7322 was a rectangular oven that was 1.3m long, 0.7m wide and stood 0.4m high. Its roof had collapsed
during abandonment. Its opening was located to the west, and the structure abutted the southern wall. The
structure was built above a horse-shoe shaped clay leveling deposit (21595) that surrounded its western end,
which was then sealed by sandy clay yellowish brown make-up layer (21556) that outlined the overall shape of
the oven. Subsequently, the oven walls and roof were shaped using a fine sandy / silty clay pisé-like construc-
tion, (21573). The oven had only one major floor (21502), made from a grass-tempered silty clay deposit that
was placed within the oven after the superstructure was built. The surface of the floor was scorched black. The
oven had undergone a single repair episode where its eastern wall was reinforced externally with (21576). At the
same time, deposit (21562) was smothered internally to create further reinforcement.

The floor of the oven was sealed by (21370), which was essentially a layer of silty ash that contained a num-
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ber of finds. One piece of ground stone, 21370.x1 was placed right by the mouth, while another piece, 21370.
x2 was placed at the very end of the oven. Three clay balls, 21370.x3-5 were also found sitting on the oven’s
floor, as well as a bone cluster, (21504). The bone cluster was packed together and placed centrally, containing a
bovine maxilla placed upside down that was possibly in articulation with its cranium. These in situ finds are likely
associated with the abandonment of the oven.

During the abandonment of the building, the oven, while containing the deposits discussed above, was not
filled with sediments. The infilling process of the building led to the collapse of the oven’s wall. This collapse, and
the building’s infill, was excavated from within the oven as (21350).

Hearth F.7323

Hearth F.7323, circular in shape with a 0.6m diameter, was located immediately northwest of oven F.7322. The
hearth was constructed above floor (22122), which remains in situ for excavation in the following season. This
floor actually abuts the oven, indicating that the hearth was constructed while the oven was in use. The hearth’s
superstructure, (22121) remains in situ. This was sealed by two layers of orangish brown grass tempered sandy
make-ups, (22126) and (21357). The hearth contains a single thick floor, (21354), similar to the floor of the oven.
This floor was covered by a charcoal-rich ashy silty layer (21353) that contained a number of larger pebbles
within its matrix.

Wall painting F.7578

A wall painting, F.7578, flanks the northern wall, by its eastern end immediately above the north-eastern plat-
form, F.7317 (Figure 2.17). The painting was noticed at the end of the excavation season in 2013, and was un-
covered by the conservation team this year. The painting is a geometric painting, done in relief, extending about
1.25m wide and 0.5 tall.
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“The painting comprises a number of diamond shaped columns done in a robust red ochre. There is a
second more orange ochre layer which occurs in patchy sections primarily toward the eastern half of the
painting within and around the diamond pattern. The more robust red ochre layer occurs under both
thick plaster patching and under very fine, thin, grayish plaster, separated from the patchy orange ochre
by only a few layers. Two distinct design variations are present between the eastern and western halves
of the painting. Western: looser checkered diamond patterned without the patchy orange fill. Eastern:
tighter checkered diamond pattern with patchy orange fill. Both are double bordered on the inside, but the
western half may have additional design work inscribed, which has deteriorated... The relief of the paint-
ing makes it very distinctive, in addition to the robust nature of the red ochre... Evidence of multiple past
repairs, retouching or reworking events was discovered in the form of plaster patches, with and without
pigment, and partial remains of the same geometric pattern in non-phase layers of the plaster.” (CH, 2014)

Closure activities

Space 513 contained a number of posts that supported its walls, all of which were removed during the abandon-
ment of the house. Two posts symmetrically opposing each other were placed by the western end of the north-
ern and southern walls. The post-retrieval pit for the north-western post is F.7557, while the post-retrieval pit for
the south-western post is F.7342.
Another two posts, again placed
symmetrically on a north-south axis,
abutted the eastern wall of the build-
ing. The post that correlates with
post-retrieval pit F.7553 was not at
the corner of the building, but rather
about 1m south from the corner
north-eastern corner. Similarly, the
post which correlates with post-re-
trieval pit F.7143 was placed 1m
north form the south-eastern corner.
Excavated the previous season,
post-retrieval pit F.7143 represents a
later retrieval activity, conducted af-
ter the space was partially infilled
b &fm o (see North Archive Report 2013). All
Figure 2.18. Numan Arslan arranging cluster (21509) after its excavation (Photo: Jason other posts were retrieved before
Quinlan). the room was infilled.

The fill of post-retrieval pit F.7557, (21177), was a heterogeneous deposit with many different inclusions
from building materials to charcoal with an orangish brown matrix. The fill contained a flint tip, 21177.x1. Its
cut, (21305) was circular, about 0.8m in diameter and 0.3m deep. The cut for the opposing post-retrieval pit
was irregular in shape, about 1.1m long, 0.7m wide and 0.4m deep. The fill (21161) contained cluster (21509),
which was wedged to the south-eastern corner of the pit. The cluster contained a number of different artifacts:
a bone point, a stone axe, two bracelet fragments, red ochre, a ground stone, one obsidian flake, flint flakes, and
a number of large pebbles probably used for burnishing (Figure 2.18). The function of these tools can be direct-
ly connected with some of the activities that have been going on in Sp.513 during the last occupation phases.
There is, for instance, the small grinding tool that shows traces of pigment grinding, which can be connected to
wall painting F.7578. There is also the larger ground stone axe, which might be connected to the large amounts
of charcoal that was found in oven F.7322, as it could have been used to cut the wood that made the charcoal.
Further analysis of these artifacts will undoubtedly warrant more information on the inhabitants of B.119. The
post-retrieval pit by the north-eastern corner of the space contained two worked bone pieces within its fill,
21370.x1 and 21370.x2.

35



Space 513 contains a fifth pit, F.7570 located at the western end of the space, cutting the central floors and
the south-western corner of platform F.7319. While the largest pit in the building with its cut (21524) measuring
1.75m long and 0.95m wide, it is relatively shallow at 0.2m. The origin of F.7570 is unclear. Fill (21351), similar to
the other pit fills, contained few artifacts, of which a worked bone tool, 21351.x1 was noteworthy. The position
of the feature may suggest a retrieval of a sculpture, or some other sort of wall installation, attached to the par-
tition wall prior to the abandonment of the building.

It is definitely worth noting that all of the pits contained at least one artifact that seemed to have been in-
tentionally left behind within the context. This is not dissimilar to practices observed in other Neolithic buildings
at Catalhoyik.

Space 512

This season, remaining room fill (21367) was removed from the northern end of the narrow space to reveal a
bin-like square division. This area had a shallow pit, F.7608, dug into its north-western corner. The fill (21508) of
the pit was a grayish brown silty clay with orange clay aggregates. The function of the pit remains unclear.

Final notes

Building 119, judging from the sections revealed in the post-retrieval pits, seems to not have been an extensively
repaired building. Next year’s work will focus on further excavating the remaining occupation surfaces the build-
ing.

Building 128
Contribution by Stella Macheridis

B.128 was a quite late building, probably contemporary with B112. It was fully removed this year, and consisted
of main room Sp.40 and side rooms Sp.39 and Sp.502. The aim of working in this area was to investigate the area
below the building and its function and relation to adjacent buildings (B.102 and B.3). This building was built on
Sp.530 (see below).

The building is built above wall collapse that was visible and recorded as (21180). An older wall, (F.7599),
was located to the west. The top bricks of this wall were reused as foundation for F.3656. Foundation trench
F.7646 was thus made for half of F.3656, and also for F.3660, the southern outer wall. It was also clear when ex-
cavating the walls that the foundation courses for both these ((21348), (21349)) consisted of reused bricks from
older walls, larger and of different materials. The above bricks courses for both walls (21178 and 21303) were
c. 0.6 x 0.3 min size and quite similar. F.3656 and F.3660 were keyed into each other and built in the same time.
They were very eroded and hard to follow. It is really only the construction of them that was documentable. The
same goes for F.3658 and F.3659, which were even more eroded (see below). After constructing the outer walls
they began leveling and raising the building.

Spaces 39 and 502

The side rooms of B.128 were quite similar in size. They were limited by F.3658 to the east and F.3656 to the
west. F.3658 which is an internal wall in the building was built late, and the internal separating wall F3659 was
built last. Space 39 was the marginally larger one, situated in the north. Space 502 was a bit smaller. They both
contained similar eroded infills (21110) and (21121), before reaching a level on which their walls were built
(21123). No floors were thus found. | imagine that either the floor was too eroded to be noticed in these infills
or it had been eroded away in an earlier stage.
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Space 40

Space 40 was investigated in 2012, and during that season the excavators managed to document a cluster of
graves (11, of which 9 were subadults). Work was resumed in 2014, and it started with the excavation of a grave
east of the cluster (F.7329). It was the grave of a child, but only the torso had survived the trampling and expo-
sure since 2012. It was also cut by pit F.7647 in prehistory. It seems that the layers we excavated in Sp.40 should
be associated with construction mainly. If there was a floor, it is probable this has been eroded away and was
on a higher level. Soon after the grave, we were on a level below the side rooms ((20202)/(21122)). The side of
F.3658 facing to Sp.40 had fragments of plaster (21149); this was not visible in the side rooms. This underscores
perhaps the main room-quality of this space. No features except graves were excavated. This perhaps can also
be used in the argument that the floor level was higher up.

Space 530

This is the space below (prior to) B.128. We removed a series of infills, and they were similar in composition
and character; probably thrown over the space and then trampled on for a little while before the new next big
infill layer. This happened at least three times. We stopped excavation when we reached a more obvious tram-
pled surface — a grayish infill with hard and worn surface (21549). This is interpreted as an outdoor “floor” level
(not excavated) and emphasizes the contemporaneity with B128 and B3. Thus we had reached our aims for this
space. Other layers visible when we stopped were a second course of wall collapse (21503). Perhaps this outdoor
surface was cut for filling in wall collapse, but this is something for future excavations to investigate. Also a layer
(actually more similar a room infill) remains unexcavated. An important result is the exposure of wall F.7599
which was below F.3656. Only the top courses are exposed. It is slightly sloping (inverted) like wall F.3653 in
B.102, and is similar to that wall also in direction and size. It has had plaster on the wall, still visible but heavily
eroded.

Buildings 129 and 131

Buildings 129 and 131 are two successive buildings covering the same area within the North Shelter, located
between B.5 and B.77. The area is currently partially covered by the foot of a bridge for the walkway that goes
over B.5, hence work this season focused on the western end of the buildings, covering an area 4.2m wide and
5.8m long. B.129 is the later of the buildings, and due to its proximity to the mound’s surface, extremely eroded.
It was completely excavated this season, to reveal an earlier building that’s been intensely burnt, B.131. During
this season, all of the infill within B.131’s side room, Sp.504 was removed, revealing a burnt space that contained
some patchy floors and what seems to be a large bin. Next season, we plan on removing the bridge that covers
the eastern half of the buildings to explore the main spaces of the buildings. Below is an overview of the exca-
vations in this area, from the earliest occupational sequence to the latest occupational sequence uncovered in
this excavation season.

Building 131

During the Neolithic, B.131 was exposed to a strong a fire that must have ended its use-life. This is seen through
the rubified building materials found within its infill as well as the way in which the walls of the building have
lost their structural integrity and hence have largely crumbled away. This season’s excavations focused on the
building’s side room, Sp.504. Space 504 is defined by four walls that form a rectangular space 3.2m by 5m: par-
tition wall F.7708 to the east, northern wall F.7707, western wall F.7708, and southern wall F.7705 (Figure 2.19).
The northern and southern walls have been exposed only partially. Only the western wall of the space has been
completely exposed, extending 5.6m north-south. All the walls, except for the partition wall that is 0.25-0.30m
thick, are between 0.35 to 0.4m thick. Further investigation on the partition wall is required to reveal its com-
plete extent and the passageway to the building’s main room.
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Figure 2.19. Overviewof Space 504 after excavations (Pho: Jason /n/an).

A large square bin-like feature (F.7641) dominates the southeastern corner of the space, covering an area
of 1.85m square. This bin-like feature is defined by a pisé wall that is 0.15m thick, which abuts the southern wall
extending 1.85m north, then making a 90° angle to the east approaching the partition wall. The partition wall
defines its eastern boundary, as the southern wall of the space defines it southern boundary. There is a 0.3m gap
between the feature’s wall and the partition wall, forming something like an entryway into the bin. Three very
badly damaged plastered surfaces were excavated from the feature, the final one covering the entire feature to
reveal the feature’s make-up (21196), which remains in situ. Two pieces of burnt timber were embedded within
the earliest surface (21592) that covered the entire feature. These pieces, recovered at the southwestern and
northeastern corners of the feature had most likely fallen into the feature from elsewhere. Two further, albeit
very small, patches of plastered floor were removed immediately above (21592), as (21199) and (21197). These
surfaces, covering an area about 0.45 by 0.30cm, were very badly burnt by the fire of the building and contained
embedded burnt peas within their matrix.

Bin-like feature, F.7641, having been very badly burnt by the fire, also underwent quite a bit of damage
through post-depositional processes, particularly animal burrowing. The peas found within surfaces (21199) and
(21197) show that it might have been used as some kind of a food storing/processing area. This interpretation
is strengthened by the fact that a ground stone was found in situ by its southwestern corner, recorded as 21195.
x1. The pisé-like wall and the make-up of the feature remain to be excavated.

A number of floor surfaces were identified within the rest of the space. These heavily burnt floors were
damaged by the fire, the subsequent building infilling, as well as post-depositional process — particularly animal
burrowing. For example, surface (22120), immediately north of F.7641, covering a small area about less than a
meter square abuts the partition wall and seems to actually form a passage way into the main room of B.131.
The surface remains in situ. Surface (21198), abuts the western wall of F.7641, is another path that was defined
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in 2013, and left in situ. Cutting this surface, right outside the southwestern corner of bin-like feature F.7641 was
a small shallow pit (F.7048), formed by cut (21594) that about 0.20m wide and 0.34m long. Fill (21593) contained
some bovine bone as well as fragments of mini clay balls. This deposition must have been one of the final depo-
sitional events that took place within the space.

The space, as with the rest of the building, underwent a tremendous fire that damaged its surfaces and fea-
tures. What is particularly interesting about the fire that took place here is the way the building’s rubble seems
to have been processed for the building infilling. This is apparent through the nature of the room’s infill ((21195),
(21193)), which did not contain any rubble that was in situ, but rather processed showing secondary deposition.
This infill was composed of burnt brick, mortar, floor remains, quite a bit of charcoal and burnt animal bone that
was all mixed up in a burnt sandy matrix (indicative of make-up?) about 0.8m thick. The largest rubble pieces
were about 0.15m in diameter. This picture highly contrasts rubble removed from other burnt buildings such as
B.77 and B.52 where large architectural elements were clearly apparent within the infill as collapse. The north-
western corner of the infill contained large mineral formations that may have come from a cave.

Excavations will resume in B.131 in 2015.

Building 129

Building 129 was built immediately above B.131, most likely following the same plan of B.131. As mentioned
above, the building, being so close to the mound’s surface, was eroded to the point to which no occupational
surfaces were recovered. While the plan of the building is not entirely clear, as most of the building is covered by
a walkway, it is likely that the building extended eastward and contained Sp.77, within which number of burials
that contained two obsidian mirrors were excavated (see 2014 Archive Report, North Area). The 1990s surface
scrape delineates two space numbers for the eastern end of the building: Sp.74 to the north and Sp.75 to the
south. This season’s excavations did not reveal a division of space in the same area, hence the eastern end of the
building was allocated a single space number: Sp.74. Space 74 is defined to the north by wall F.7558, to the east
by the extent of excavation, to the south by wall F.7560, and to the west by wall F.7559.

While B.129 was built immediately above B.131, the construction of B.129 must have taken place some
time after the abandonment of B.131. This is evidenced by the foundation trench, F.7563, that was cut into the
infill of B.131 for the construction of B.129’s walls. The stepped-trench, about 0.5m deep and between 0.40 to
1m thick irregularly outlined B.129’s walls, immediately above the preserved sections of B.131’s walls. Before
the construction of the walls, the trench was stabilized with a heterogeneous silty clay deposit, (21194), that was
about 0.5m thick. Once this preparation layer was laid the walls of the building were constructed.

The western wall of B.129, F.7559 was bonded both to the northern wall F.7558 and to the southern wall
F.7560. The three walls were made from the same brick and mortar. The bricks, excavated as (21167), (21189)
and (21191) were constructed from a sandy clay light brown sediment that had very few inclusions within it. The
brick sizes varied from 0.45cm to up to 1m in length, about 0.30m in width and 0.08m in thickness. The mortar,
excavated as (21188), (21190), and (21192) had a gray silty clay matrix with a high inclusion content, with char-
coal and animal bones, typical of the mortars seen on site. Once the walls were erected, the foundation trench
was filled with (21184), a dark heterogeneous deposit that contained some of B.131’s rubble within it.

The only feature identified within Sp.74 was pit F.7561. This circular pit (21186), 0.72m in diameter and
0.50m deep, cut the southern wall as well as the foundation trench. Its dark brown fill (21182) did not contain
any immediate evidence eluding to the function of the pit.

The remaining eastern end of the building will be excavated in the following field season.
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Space 99

The large expansive space east of B.113 defined as Sp.99 was first excavated in 2012 where a number of post-Neo-
lithic burials were located. This season, work focused on the Neolithic sequences of the area. The southern end
of the space was used as midden, which was partially excavated. Excavations in the western and northern sec-
tions of the space revealed foundation trenches dug in order to build retaining walls immediately above the
walls of an earlier Neolithic structure (Sp.534). This earlier building’s walls contained wall plaster. Work in the
coming years will focus on the removal of the remaining midden to understand the stratigraphic relationships
between this area and B.49.

Space 534

By the end of the season it became apparent that Sp.99 was not always used as an open space, and that a large
Neolithic building, Sp.534 once occupied the area. The western wall of the building, F.7704, is 7.7m long while
the only partially exposed northern wall is 4.3m long. F.2841, excavated in 2007 during the excavations required
for foundation trenches of the Northern shelter, may represent part of the eastern wall of the building. During
the time, it was noted that F.2841 appears “to turns west ... into the section”, which would be in perfect align-
ment of the northern wall F.7703 (Archive Report, 2007: 36). Then the extent of the northern wall would be an
impressive 6.7m. The southern end of the building is not yet defined and most likely lays under midden deposits
(see below). Both the western and northern walls are plastered although very little of the plaster has actually
been exposed, as the walls themselves have not been exposed in their entirety. Further, no house-abandonment
deposits have actually been reached.

Space 99

Space 534 was used as an outdoor space once it was abandoned. Space 99 is defined to the south by B.49 and
B.48, to the west by B.113, and to the north by Sp.88 and Sp.89. Its eastern extent is not entirely clear due to
the limit of excavation. Space 99 seems to have been divided into two different use areas. While the southern
half of the space was used as a midden represented by typical midden deposits, the northern end of the space
may have been partially enclosed by light structure, as the accumulation of deposits are indicative of infilling
events and occupation evidence such as burning rather than midden-like accumulation. The boundary between
the two areas is diffuse although there is evidence of a wall construction seen through the cut of post-Neolithic
burial F.3685 that runs east-west at this boundary which has not been entirely exposed as it remains below the
excavated deposits.

Shoring walls F.7103 and F.7326, which represent the earliest activities within the space, were highly erod-
ed due to water run-off from the mound due to their location at an eastward dip of the slope. Shoring wall
F.7103, which extends 3.2m east-west abutting the northern wall F.1661 of B.49. It may have been constructed
immediately after the abandonment of Sp.534 as an extra precaution to order keep the midden at bay from B.49,
built immediately above the southern wall of Sp.534. This season, only the much eroded top two courses of the
wall was excavated in order to understand its relationship to wall F.3678 (see below) and wall F.7326. Composed
of light yellowish brown sandy clay mud bricks with phytolith remains bonded with a light gray ashy mortar, it
became clear that F.7103 abutted F.3678, which is a secondary wall construction immediately above F.7704. Fill
(21543) between F.7103 and F.1661 was also partially excavated. Flanked against wall F.7103 was another shor-
ing wall F.7326 also partially excavated this season due to its eroded condition. (21119) consists of an orangish
brown silty clay loam eroded brick and mortar. The removal of this eroded material defined the current extent of
the wall that reaches 1.9m. The wall was truncated at its western end by post-Neolithic burial F.3689, eradicating
its relationship to wall. F.3678. Nonetheless the southern section of the burial cut reveals that the courses of the
wall extend below all currently defined deposits.

The upper layers of the midden were excavated as (21103). This deposit was defined to the north by its
boundary with possibly contemporary deposit (21139), to the west by the limit of excavation, to the south by
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shoring wall F.7326 and to the east by foundation trench cut (21142). The midden had a heterogeneous compo-
sition, rich of organic materials. Some of the animal bone assemblage was one of ‘post-consumption’ including
bones digested by canines. Of interest was a broken arrow straightener, 21103.x1, made from stone. The initial
pottery and chipped stone assemblage analysis show the possibility of the midden belonging to Level North G.
The remaining extent of the midden, which has been defined as unit (21111), will most likely be excavated in
2015.

Deposit (21139), possibly contemporary and immediately north of the midden was defined by wall F.7105
to the north, limit of excavation to the east and foundation cut (21142) to the east. This relatively homogenous
gray loam that contained quite a bit of building material and some phytoliths was not excavated at its full depth
due to time constraints. Immediately above this deposit were three shallow refuse and burning areas ((21146),
(21147), (21148)). The northern most deposit (21147), the largest of the activity spots ha an irregular boundary
extending about 1.7 x 0.6m with some evidence of in situ burning at its edges in the form partially baked surfac-
es. The deposit itself was a dark brown ashy silt. Immediately south of | was deposit (21146), which represents
the refuse of burnt material extending 1.7m northwest-southeast and 0.3m northeast-southwest. Immediately
to its west was (21148) which was a circular refuse area 0.4m in diameter.

Unit (21139) and the midden to the south were cut by foundation trenches F.7338 and F.7327 which most
likely represent the same event. Trench F.7338 was 7.1m long and 0.9m wide seems to have been dug rather reg-
ularly. Trench F.7327 runs only 3.5m due to the limit of excavation and is slightly narrower from its counterpart
at 0.65m. The trenches may be contiguous with the refuse deposits ((21146), (21147), (21148)) described above.
Currently, it seems that the trenches were made to construct retention wall F.3678 immediately above F.7704
and retention wall F.7105 immediately above F.7703.

This season only F.3678 was excavated fully. Wall F.3678 composed of two types of bricks, excavated as
(21371) that were both light orangish brown in color but had different textures. One was clay rich while the oth-
er was sand rich. The clay rich bricks in particular had extensive plant impressions and phytolith remains within
them. Some of the bricks actually had plaster remains on them giving the impression that they were re-used.
Most bricks were between 0.8-0.77m long while a few were up to 0.9m long. They all were about 0.1m thick and
0.3m wide. Mortar (21372) was a gray loam with many different types of inclusions typical of the mortar used on
site. At the lower end of the wall, some 12 courses down, it seems to have been used as preparation layer with
smaller brick pieces that were difficult to differentiate from the mortar and vice versa.

Once wall F.3678 was built, buttress F.7109 was constructed within foundation trench F.7338, most likely to
further support the wall. Defined in 2012, it was truncated by post-Neolithic burials F.3689 and F.3685. During
the Neolithic, it would have extended 2.25m north-south and 0.9m east-west, xxxm tall. The compacted earth
feature seems to have been built in multiple episodes. It was excavated consecutively from bottom to top as
three units ((21143), (21145), (21104)) although all of these units actually reflect the same construction event.
(21143) and (21104) were homogenous light yellowish brown sandy clay deposit that contained fine lenses of
ash, while (21145) resembled a mortar-like ashy deposit between the two deposits. The fine lenses indicate a
purposeful compaction not of long-term accumulation.

The construction of F.3678 and buttress F.7109 is likely associated with an effort to stabilize the eastern wall
of B.113. A smaller yet similar buttress flanking the outer side of the western wall of B.114 was observed but not
excavated immediately below the western wall of B.108. Once the buttress was built, foundation trench F.7338
was filled with a heterogeneous deposit that contained constructional debris which was excavated arbitrarily
as two separate units (21171) and (21301). Contemporaneous deposit (21347) filled foundation trench F.7327.
These deposits were sealed by (21128), a gray homogenous loam containing little evidence of occupation or
refuse, extending from the northern end of the space until midden (21103).
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GT4

Trench GT4 (Figure 2.20) was opened immediately north of the North Shelter in order to test the results of the
geophysics survey that was conducted in 2012. In particular, we were searching for an outdoor space used as a
street. However our excavations revealed two Neolithic walls that formed the corner of a building, in the place
of where the street should have been.

Figure 2.20. Overview of GT4 (Photo: Jason Quinlan).
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Chapter 3
Excavations in the South Area

James Taylor® (with contributions by Justine Issavi?, Erik Johansson®, Allison Mickel?, Kate Rose* & Mateusz Dem-

bowiak’)
tUniversity of York, 2Stanford University, 3Catalhoyuk Research Project, *Harvard University, *University of

Poznan

Season overview

This season excavations in the South Area continued focused once again upon excavation of the structures along
the ‘southern ledge’ of the shelter (including Buildings 80, 89, 96 and 97), as well Buildings 43 adjacent to Mel-
laart’s Shrine 10 Sequence (Figure 3.1). Some additional work was carried out in the Sp.470 and Sp.492 room fill
sequence, as a continuation of the stratigraphic link required for the Bayesian Dating Program begun here in
2012. All of the work was concentrated within buildings, no open areas or courtyards were targeted. Most of
these structures were thought to have been constructed at a broadly contemporary horizon (see Figures 3.2 and

3.3) approximately Hodder Level South O/P (Mellaart Level VI/VII).
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Figure 3.1. Map showing excavated areas in 2014 field season (Source: Camilla Mazzucato).

In all cases work was ongoing in the structures, with the exception of the excavation of the abandonment

sequence in B.130 (situated below B.97). This season for the first time all of the graphical recording was con-
ducted digitally using a tablet, in accordance with the methodology and workflows developed in the previous

seasons.
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Figure 3.3. Southwest facing end of season overview of the South Area (Photo: Jason Quinlan).
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Spaces 470 and 492

Introduction

Spaces 470 and 492 were last opened during the 2012 field season by Arek Klimowicz. This 2012 intervention
was a continuation of work begun in the 2010 field season by Roddy Regan, targeted to explore the stratigraph-
ic relationship between the “Shrine 8” sequence excavated in the 1960’s by James Mellaart, and the southern
sequence inside the South Shelter excavated in recent years by the current team. The purpose of this exercise
was to try and join up the two excavations stratigraphically, to support the ongoing Bayesian C14 dating project
connected to the project.

Examination of the north facing section adjacent to this space led to speculation that the sequence of spac-
es including and beneath Sp.470 would have served as annexes or southern storage rooms to corresponding
Shrines in the B.7 (“Shrine 8”) sequence. Specifically the aim was to ascertain whether the space designated
Sp.470 was actually an annex to Mellaart’s Shrine 8 (henceforth referred to as B.7 in our numbering system).
During the course of this season the annex was satisfactorily proven to be associated with the Mellaart’s main
Shrine 8 structure to the north, and a connection was made with the main stratigraphic sequence excavated to
the south of the building in previous season. Crucially for the purposes of the Bayesian Dating Project, some
articulated bone samples were identified within the fill sequence of the space in this sequence. However, unfor-
tunately the samples were contained insufficient collagen to obtain enough viable samples and were therefore
not adequate to provide conclusive dates for analysis.

As such, this year the decision was taken to excavate the eastern half of the lowest (earliest) space in this
sequence, Sp.492, which had been left in situ at the end of the 2012 season. The western half had been excavat-
ed to floor level in 2012. The purpose of this operation was to retrieve supplementary dateable material from
the occupation sequence for the Bayesian Dating Project. This objective was achieved this season and the space
is now fully exposed at floor level. There will probably be no further reason to continue excavating in this space
in the future, providing the dating samples retrieved this year are viable.

Spaces 470 and 492

At the end of the 2014 excavation season, the earliest exposure of Sp.492 (Figure 3.4), the lowest space in this
sequence, was the complete ground plan of the very latest occupation surfaces of this space. The western half of
this floorspace was exposed in 2012, exposing a large oven structure, F.7063, abutting the western wall and plat-
form structure in the northwest cor-
ner. The final floor surfaces spanned
the whole space (some ¢.3.83m east-
west by c¢.1.51m north-south). For
the most part this latest floor surface
(20543) was a patchy dark brown clay-
rich (greasy?!) deposit, that spanned
most of the space. This was appar-
ently the same depositional event as
the cleaner white plaster that sur-
faced the northwest platform (21213)
(however this assumption needs to be
tested by further excavation). Since
none of these deposits are excavat-
ed at the time of writing they remain
unnumbered, and their total depth
is unknown. Apparently below these
surfaces was a distinctive make up

Quinlan).
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Photo: Trevor lliff).

Figure 3.6. Fill deposits in Space 492 (east facing, Photo:
Trevor lliff).

layer (which also remains un-
excavated).

The earliest fully exca-
vated unit in the overlying se-
guence was a concentration
of black charcoal rich material
(21212), which immediately
sealed the underlying floor
surface, (20543), at a height of
approximately 1004.73m ASL.
This deposit was sampled as
a backup for the dating pro-
gramme. Apparently associat-
ed with this lens of charcoal
was a cluster of bone, stone
and clay balls (21208). This
cluster (Figure 3.5) consist-

Figure 3.5. Mixed cluster (21208) close to the final floor surface in Space 492 (north facing, €d of a total of six clay balls

(c.0.075m diameter), a ground

stone artifact, an animal long
bone and a small scatter of articulated animal vertebrae.
This cluster was the same stratigraphic event as the cluster,
(20542), identified in the western half of the space in 2012,
which contained a further 14 clay balls and six ground stone
artifacts, as well as a number of faunal articulations.

These units were sealed by the first major room fill in
the abandonment sequence, (20524) — numbered when
the western half was removed in 2012 as part of a section
through the room fills. Excavation of the eastern half of the
deposit revealed more of the same material (friable dark
gray/orange brown mixed silty-clay). Overall the deposit re-
mained fairly sterile, about 0.33m deep. In total this deposit
fill the room (c.3.76m east-west by ¢.1.56m north-south) to
a height of between 1004.43-1004.76m ASL with a gentle
slope from north to south. This marks the last deposit in the
sequence that can be attributed to Sp.492.

Sealing this was another fill deposit, (20545), which
was also half excavated in 2012 (Figure 3.6). This, a mid-dark
orange silty-clay, was another mixed layer of compact room
fill, with the same lateral dimensions as the fill below, and a
depth of 0.38m. The deposit was also fairly sterile, but did
contain obvious inclusions of brick and some plaster frag-
ments. This deposit was interpreted as a stabilizing, founda-
tion fill prior to the erection of the walls that would make up
the overlying Sp.470.

Also founded upon this layer was a low partition wall, (20399), orientated north-south and abutting the
southern wall of the space (identified with/identical to (20540/20541), defined and recorded in plan in 2012).
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This ephemeral structure was ¢.0.73m long by ¢.0.24m wide and was 0.24m high. The wall was apparently sealed
by a thin band (c.0.12m deep) of fill material (20206), which as almost indistinguishable from the underlying
deposit, (20545), and was only apparent because it sealed the wall itself, it may have had a slightly different
consistency and lighter color than its lower counterpart. This unit was sealed by the plasters that lined the walls
of Sp.470, and as such is tied at this point into the stratigraphic sequence excavated 2012.

Building 43 (Spaces 235 and 236)

Erik Johansson

Work continued this season in B.43 (Figure 3.7) from where it was left last season. Originally it was James Mel-
laart who excavated the building in the 1960’s. He named it E.VIII.27. Not until the season of 2004 was the build-
ing focus for excavation again, but the main work has been carried out over the last three years. The aim for
2012, 2013 and this year’s excavation have been to excavate the occupation sequence of the building and finally
removing it in order to expose the structures underneath.

Figure 3.7. West facing overview of B.43 at the end of season (Photo: Jason Quinlan).

Since Mellaart exposed the building interior almost 50 years ago the building has suffered heavy erosion
and because of lacking documentation from Mellaart there have been difficulties attaining detailed spatial and
chronological relations between all the features. The problems of erosion especially affected the stratigraphic
relations between the burials and the floors and platforms of Sp.236.

Building 43 consists of two rooms, one small and narrow in the north (Sp.235) and one larger in the south
(Sp.236). The eastern wall F.1855 of the building has a ‘dog-leg’ break in the middle which gives the building
its irregular shape. The two rooms are divided by a partition wall F.1853 along an east-west axis. The party wall
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abuts the eastern wall but not the western since there was a passageway here connecting the two rooms. The
other walls of the building have heavily eroded surfaces and plaster only remains in the corners and close to the
floor surface. The western wall had a double leopard relief originally that Mellaart took down. Most of the wall
has since then collapsed and only remains in the south sloping towards the north.

Space 236

Space 236 consists of the large room in the south and is bound by partition wall F.1853, partially by east wall
F.1855, south wall F.1856 and west wall F.1857. This space was the main focus of excavation this season and
besides the party wall and the northern wall all units excavated this year was in space 236. The work continued
from where the team supervised by Agatha Czeszewska left it in 2013. The work in B.43 went on throughout
season 2014 and was supervised by Erik Johansson and Onur Yuksel.

Northern area

A small feature interpreted as wall collapse (30346) was removed in order to free an underlying make-up layer
(30347) covering most of Sp.236. This make-up layer was the earliest make-up in the main room of B.43.

After removing the collapsed wall and work had begun removing the make-up layer, it was decided to exca-
vate a burial lying just south of the party wall. The burial F.7508 was easily detected as the top part of cranium
was exposed at the surface, and probably been so since Mellaart excavated the platforms in this part of the
building. The fill (30348) consisted of building material and room infill very similar to the surrounding soil and
its cut (30360) was therefore difficult to make out. The burial was that of a female in its early twenties oriented
in a tightly flexed upright position. This made us excavate and document the skeleton (30351) in sections, lifting
parts and 3D-document it in four stages. This burial gave valuable information on using multiple 3D-models to
document and plan skeletons in Catalhoylik, especially when it came to the importance of precision measuring
with the total station. The cranium of the skeleton was unarticulated and could indicate skull retrieval or post
depositional disturbance, perhaps from removing the platforms.

A pit F.7506 situated between burial F.7508 and the collapsed west wall of Sp.236 was excavated and found
to be cutting the burial. While cleaning, another burial F.7512 was found in the north area just at the end of
the season. The skeleton (21802) was of an adolescent, with undetermined sex, estimated age around 14-16
years. The burial contained two perforated shells clearly deposited with the skeleton. They were situated neat-
ly around the individual’s neck and had clearly been part of a necklace. Also a cow tooth was found in direct
contact with the sacrum. It’s not clear however if this is to be regarded as part of the fill (21801) or deliberately
placed there with the burial.

The partition wall F.1853 was excavated and removed this season. It was allocated unit number (5754)
during post-ex in 2004 but wasn’t excavated until this season. Fragmented plaster (30371) was removed making
it possible to remove brick and mortar (30378 & 30379). The party wall had a foundation cut (30380) into the
room infill of the building below, thus indicating that the party wall was built in an early stage in the construction
of B.43. Also the central make-up layer (30347) sealed the party wall plaster.

The excavation of the pit, the two burials and the party wall in the north part of Sp.236 exposed some of the
underlying architecture. The burials were dug into the room infill of the building below and could be foundation
burials. However since Mellaart excavated the platforms but not the burials themselves we can’t be sure of their
physical relation. The burials could very well have been dug in a later phase of B.43. What was clear though is
that the burials very neatly respected the plaster on the partition wall below. This indicated knowledge of the
previous building and would suggest that burials F.7508 and F.7512 should be regarded as early features in the
occupation of B.43. A cut (30360) of burial F.7508 was made into the plaster line and brick of the party wall be-
neath and this could indicate skull retrieval or just a mistake when digging the burial pit.

Because of Mellaart’s undocumented excavation of B.43 and the following erosion, the burials in Sp.236
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are floating stratigraphically. We simply don’t know their relation with the floors or the platforms of the building.

Niche/crawl hole 1863 and E7507

Niche F.1863 was found in 2012 and emptied out in 2013. This season we could determine that F.1863 originally
was constructed as a crawl hole, with the dimensions 1.14m x 0.4m x 0.3m. When excavating the remaining
plaster layers covering the interior of the niche, a fill layer (30376) was exposed that clearly had been used as
blocking material. A make-up layer (30372) had been put on the blocking which then was plastered over. How-
ever the earliest plaster phase (30390) was red painted, covering the roof and sides of the niche and going in
behind the blocking. When removing the niche fill it became clear that F.1865 was originally an access hole that
was reconstructed into a niche when the space just east of B.43 was filled in. Taking into account the number of
plaster layers connected to the niche phase and the quite few associated with the crawl hole it can be argued
that the feature was made into a niche early on in the life of B.43.

Crawl hole F.7507 was uncov-
ered in 2012 after recognizing a
trace of plaster and a different brick
and mortar ((30356) and (30357))
in the south part of the western
wall F.1857 (Figures 3.8 and 3.9).
The niche/crawl hole had the di-
mensions 0.86m x 1.56m and a
depth of 0.28m. As with F.1865 this
feature also had an early red paint-
ed plaster (30391) that covered the
sides and roof of the feature. This
feature was originally constructed
as a crawl hole connecting Sp.236
with a possible side-room south-
west of B.43. Later the crawl hole
was blocked using brick and mor-

Figure 3.8. West facing view of the west side of Building 43, note crawl! hole F.7507 on tar and plaster, and turned into a
the southern end (Photo: Erik Johansen).

niche. However the niche wasn’t
plastered all the way down and that
could indicate that the niche was
made in one event with brick and
mortar.

Up until this season, B.43 was
believed to be a late structure in its
area and thus effort has been made
to excavate and remove it. The dis-
covery of crawl hole F.7507 led to a
reanalyzing of the stratigraphy be-
tween the spaces west and south-
west of B.43. As F.7507 was exca-
vated, plaster (30391) was found
to be the same as the plaster on
the far side of the west wall prov-
ing that B.43 was earlier than the
surrounding structures. This meant

e A5 o 4 e s A
Figure 3.9. Detail of crawl hole F.7507 (west facing, Photo: Erik Johansson).
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that excavation was now being done in the negative, thus the other way around stratigraphically. In order to fully
understand F.1865 and F.7507, the connecting spaces east and west of Sp.236 must be excavated.

Southern activity area

Most of the deposits in the southern part of the space are associated with the oven sequence, and its surround-
ing gray ‘dirty’ floors — much of which was excavated previously in the 2013 field season. The earliest deposit in
the sequence was a large make-up layer which spread around the southwest corner of the space (30362), ¢.1.10m
wide. This was a light gray silty clay, and formed the earliest foundation material for the primary oven edge su-
perstructure (30365) (Figure 3.10). This was a thin u-shaped strip of moulded orange (heat affected?) clay rich
material. It appeared to be open on its western side, but this may simply be a result of damage in antiquity. The
structure was about 0.76m wide (north-south) by at least 0.83m long.

The primary fill of this oven (30364), was a
mixed orange and gray silty clay (0.03m thick),
which contained charcoal, baked, fragmented
and cracked pieces of oven base and heat af-
fected stone. Prior to the dismantling of the
oven, this material may have formed part of an
early base, or even the roof structure. An in-
tact oven base sealed this primary fill, consist-
ing of dark gray burned or baked clay (30363),
¢.0.02m thick. Immediately sealing this was a
second almost identical (more brown, less gray)
baked base (30361), which marked the highest
point in the sequence excavated this year.

Immediately adjacenttothe oven,andalso
sealing the primary makeup along the southern
wall of the space (30362), was a mid-gray silty
clay make-up material containing some plaster
and charcoal flecks (30359), and topped with a
sterile white plaster surface. With a total depth
of 0.05-0.06m these deposits formed the ear-
liest incarnation of the southwestern platform
(c.1.00m north-south by ¢.0.85m east-west).

Burial F.7510 was uncovered in the south
part of Sp.236, and was probably associated
with this earliest part of the southern occupa-
tion sequence (although its exact relationship
was eroded, either in antiquity or by exposure
since the 1960’s). It consisted of a primary dis-
turbed neonate, lying on its side, approximate-
ly 38 weeks old (30367). The fill (30368) had
chalk inclusions which stood out from the sur-

Figure 3.10. East-facing detail of the primary oven at the southern end of di |
Building 43 (Photo: Onur Yiiksel). rounding sotl.

The walls

The aim for this season and also the last actions to be carried out in B.43 was the dismantling of the walls. The
walls of B.43 had already been documented and sampled in 2004 and 2012 but to an uncertain degree of detail.
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As such, new unit numbers were assigned this year and they were recorded digitally both in plan and elevation.

The southern wall F.1856 was 3.69m long and stood approximately 1.53m high. There was evidence of
plaster (30375) on is internal (northern) face. Cut into the wall close to the southeast corner was a small round-
ed niche (30385), which was about 0.23m wide and 0.31m high (Figure 3.11). Inside the niche base was a second
sub-circular cut (30395) that was between ¢.0.24m and ¢.0.17m wide and up to 0.04m deep. It was filled with a
sterile dark gray/light brown mixed silty-clay fill. This niche was finally block with brick material and sealed with
a patch of white plaster (30396).

The eastern wall F.1855 was
7.15m long and had a height of
1.56m. It was clear after excavating
that the wall below has the same
outline and ‘dog-leg’ corner. The
wall sits on top of wall in the north
but towards the south a founda-
tion trench (21808) has been dug.
The wall also widen towards the
base. The wall had a few plaster
remains especially near the crawl
hole F.1865. And when excavating
salts between wall and wall plaster
was observed as well as wall plaster

on the back side of the east wall. A

W e , small obsidian tool 30394.x1 was

Figure 3.11. Detail of niche cuts (30385) & (30395) in the southern wall of Building 43 found in the mortar where the wall
(south facing, Photo: Onur Yiiksel). had its ‘dog-leg’ break.

-

The west wall F.1856 was heavily eroded and most of it had collapsed since Mellaart exposed it. The wall
was plastered on both sides (30391) meaning that the wall respected internal spaces on both sides. The wall sits
on top of an earlier wall with the same alighnment, length and width, but different color. This entire feature was
excavated out of phase which has meant that some of the plaster units have been uncovered from behind and
excavated together with mortar and brick. The north wall F.1854 had been documented in 2004 and 2012, since
a small part of it was excavated then securing safe passage into the building.

Outside and below Building 43

Since removing all of B.43 was the main goal for this season we were able to expose underlying features, as well
as some interesting remains behind the east wall. There is clear architectural continuity between B.43 and the
building below. We found that all walls except the south one was standing on a wall belonging to the building be-
low. The east wall however had a clear foundation cut in its south end. As mentioned, the party wall in B.43 had
been moved slightly towards the north compared to the one underneath. The reason for this may be become
clear when excavating the earlier building.

When the east wall was dismantled a large vertical cut was exposed in the material behind. The cut was
plastered and contained a well preserved wooden post. The post was placed in an angle going diagonally down
towards the north. This feature is situated just to the south of crawl hole F.1865. There is a somewhat similar
feature on its north side but this hasn’t been excavated yet. The post(s) could have been part of structure asso-
ciated with the side room east of Sp.236.
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Building 80 (Spaces 135 and 373)

Justine Issavi, Kate Rose & Mateusz Dembowiak

Introduction

The excavation of Building 80 (Figures 3.12 and 3.13) continued during the 2014 field season. The main aims of
this season’s excavations were to continue the removal of the structure, with a focus on revealing as much of the
building’s burial sequences as possible in order to create a timeline for its complete removal. Similar to the 2013
field season, the building walls—specifically the eastern wall, F.5014—are to remain in place. Additionally, we
have continued to preserve a small section of the stratigraphy along the wall edges in order to aid in the poten-
tial reconstruction of the building.

Building 80
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Figure 3.12. Plan of Building 80 (Source: Justin Issavi).

52



Building 80

Flanked by B.89 to the west and B.79 to the east, B.80 sits on a roughly north-south axis (Figures 3.12 and 3.13).
It consists of two rooms with the main room, Sp.135, to the north and a smaller storage room, Sp.373 to the
south. The excavation of B.80 began in 2009 and the latest occupation floors were revealed in 2010 (see 2009-10
Archive Reports). Excavations resumed in 2013 (Issavi, 2013 Archive Report), although some work did take place
during the hiatus (see 2011-13 Archive Reports). Although partially truncated by Mellaart’s 1960’s excavations
along its northwestern edge, B.80 enjoys remarkable preservation and most notably contains a geometric wall
painting located on the lower center panel of the building’s eastern wall, F.5014, first discovered in 2011 (See
Lingle in 2011-13 Archive Reports).

Space 135

Space 135 consists of the main room, lo-
cated in the north of B.80 (Figures 3.12

| i /;‘ I-_-f
Building 80 v o Prags
= 1 L o~ burkal

J {an and 3.13). In many ways, the well-pre-
ﬁ P W served features and the layout of this
IR o ey space reflect those of the typical Catal-

/ hoylk house. Thus, in addition to the
o overarching excavation goals for this

building, and because of B.80’s excep-
tional preservation, one of our aims for
Sp.135 was to continue exploring the
relationship between building and oven
phases. While we were not able to ad-
dress this issue during the 2013 field sea-
son (See Issavi 2013 Archive Report), this
season’s excavations revealed a poten-
tial occupation phase without an oven.
Furthermore, it seems that this phase
is stratigraphically linked to one of the
painting events on B.80’s eastern wall,
F.5014, as we were able to connect the
wall plastering and painting events to the
central platform, F.3440, as well as the
bench, F.3439. These events will be dis-
cussed in detail below, although because
the excavation of the building is only par-

== LIGLE,
- = fruncation by 1960's excavation
tial, the potential significance of these

Figure 3.13. Orthorectified photoplan of Building 80 (Source: Justine Issavi). links will only be fully realized upon the
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building’s complete removal.

Feature 3442

F.3442 is B.80’s northwestern platform and was truncated by Mellaart along its northwestern edge, measuring
at 1.8m x 1.44m and a height of 0.07m. The earliest exposed, but not excavated, remains consist of two adult
right pelvic bones with two articulated right femoral heads, which were initially exposed in 2013 while removing
another burial, F.7400 (See 2013 Archive Report). The cut(s) for these remains were not exposed during this sea-
son but the position of the remains indicates that the burials and the burial cut(s) will extend to the northwest
of the platform, very close to the edge of Mellaart’s truncation.

The earliest features identified and excavated on this platform (F.3442) were two infant burials, F.7405 and
F.7406, interred at the same time and in close association as both individuals are roughly the same age at ap-
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proximately 38 weeks (Figure 3.14).

Feature 7405 is located in the northwestern corner of platform F.3442. The cut (21705) belonging to F.7405
is irregular with a roughly east-west orientation and is 0.46m by 0.34m and is completely excavated with a rela-
tively shallow depth of 0.07m. The skeleton (21708) is possibly female and was placed in a flexed position on
remains of an earlier plaster floor not yet fully exposed. It was deemed to be in good condition in terms of pres-
ervation and completeness. The burial fill
(21704) was a dark gray deposit that was
relatively sterile with no artifacts directly
associated with the skeleton (21708). This
burial was sealed with a plaster cap
(21701) with clear boundaries separating
it from the rest of the platform plaster
that was exposed.

Feature 7406 lies 0.23m to the
southeast of the aforementioned burial,
F.7405. The cut (21707) was made direct-
ly against B.80’s northern wall, F.2533
and measures 0.44m by 0.19m and is
also completely excavated with a depth

o il of 0.06m. This skeleton (21709), similar

g, Photo: Mateusz Dembowiak). to the previous one, was also placed on

an earlier platform floor. The burial fill

(21706) was relatively sterile with occasional plaster inclusions. This feature was yet again sealed with a plaster
cap (21702) with a clear boundary (See the Human Remains Report [Chapter 5] for detailed discussion).

5 S

Figure 3.14. Burial F.7406 (north faci

These coeval burials (F.7405 and F.7406) were sealed by a sequence excavated as one unit (20096) consist-
ing of an elusive and eroded plaster layer, sealed by a similarly thin and eroded brown clay make-up layer itself
preceding another thin plastering event. They were excavated in a composite manner because of the ephemeral
and highly eroded (as a result of truncation, fire damage, and small animal burrows combined) nature of these
depositional events. This floor sequence was sealed by a friable and gray plaster layer (20093). In keeping with
previous observations (Issaviin 2013 Archive Report), all of the aforementioned floor sequences were sterile and
only contained few, if any, small and fragmented finds.

Feature 3441

This feature consists of B.80’s northeastern
platform, measuring at 1.54m x 1.50m and
a height of 0.14m. Previous (2013) removal
of a make-up and plaster sequence (18987,
18980) had revealed two visible slumps indi-
cating burials. We were able to expose one of
the burial sequences in this platform and so
the earliest deposit excavated in B.80’s north-
eastern platform (F.3441) is also a burial fea-
ture, F.7404 (Figure 3.15), containing the ar-
ticulated remains of a child (sk.21700) in the
northeastern corner of the platform.

This cut (20098) is oval shaped but

Fiure 3.15. Burial F.7404 (north facing, Photo: Mateusz Dembowiak). slightly irregular and has an east-west orien-
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tation, measuring at 0.74m x 0.42m and a depth of 0.27m. The articulated remains Sk(21700) belong to an ap-
proximately 10 year old child and were found lying in the flexed position on the individual’s left side.

Unlike the previous burials, F.7405 and F.7406, this burial appeared to be disturbing an earlier sequence of
burials (whose cuts remain unexposed as of yet) as some unarticulated remains of an adult and another juvenile
were recovered within the fill (20097), often in close association with the articulated child skeleton (21700).
The burial fill (20097) was composed of dark brown clay materials with frequent charcoal inclusions and specks
of plaster. This fill was partially sealed by another distinct fill (21703) that resembled packing materials with
inclusions consisting of larger bits of marl and clay. Both of these fills were sealed by a plaster cap (20094), sim-
ilar to the previously discussed burials, F.7405 and F.7406. This burial was sealed by a floor sequence (18989)
composed of several very thin plaster layers and a thin make-up layer and a total thickness of 0.02m; aside from
specks of charcoal and marl, this sequence was also sterile and contained few and materials, if any.

Lying to the south of F.3441 and north of F.3440 is a rectangular raised area measuring at 1.26m x 0.45m
and a height of 0.06m, which has not yet been classified as a feature because it is currently unclear whether
this raised area is another bench or the remnants of an earlier incarnation of B.80’s northeastern platform. The
earliest layer revealed is a white plaster layer with a few red spots, appearing to be spilled red paint. This layer is
not yet excavated and could be associated with the curvilinear painting located on the bottom panel of the east-
ern wall’s northern post F.3429 that this deposit abuts. Though this link cannot yet be proven stratigraphically.
Sealing this layer was the continuation of F.3441’s aforementioned floor sequence (18989).

Feature 3440

This central platform measures at 1.84m x 1.38m with a height of 0.08m and is located directly below the geo-
metric wall painting found on the central lower panel of the eastern wall F.5014 of B.80. The earliest exposed
belonging to this feature consists of a white plaster floor, containing three distinct burial slumps across this plat-
form. This floor was sealed by the earliest layer excavated, a make-up layer (20089) with a thickness of 0.03m,
which contained three somewhat amorphous lenses of ash and charcoal concentrated above each of the burial
slumps. Such deposits could potentially point towards a use of ash for a utilitarian purpose (e.g. as a disinfectant
or odor absorbent).

Because of this platform’s particular position in relation to the wall painting, part of our aim for this feature
has been to establish a stratigraphic link between the two features. We were able to connect these two features
through the plaster layer (20079) sealing the aforementioned make-up layer (20089). We initially began to re-
move this deposit along with a later plastering event that we took as one, since there was no make-up layer or
other distinguishable interface between the two. We made the decision to record this layer separately almost
immediately as we soon came upon red pigment (Figures 3.16 and 3.17). The red pigment did not cover the

10 cm

Figure 3.16. Red pigment ‘spill’ (20079) (east facing, Photo: Jason  Figure 3.17. Red bigment ‘spill’ (20079) (east facing, Photo:' Jason
Quinlan). Quinlan).
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platform and in fact only consisted of an irregular but semi-circular shape with a diameter of 0.12cm (Figure
3.16) and a number of small drops nearing the interface between the wall plaster (18981) and this plaster layer
(20078) (Figure 3.17). The pigment was interpreted as an accidental spill potentially taken place as work was
being done on the exposed phase of the painting. Such spills have been seen on and around a number of other
wall paintings on site (See Conservation Report 2012-2014). Sealing this layer is another layer of plaster (20029)
with no make-up layer in between the two plastering events. In keeping with the platform floor sequences pre-
viously discussed, the floor sequences on this platform F.3440 were generally very sterile.

Main floor

The earliest exposed deposit on the main floor is a plastered surface measuring 2.53m x 1.82m. Two circular
burned spots can be seen on this surface in the northern and southeastern parts of this deposit with diameters
of 0.19m and 0.26m, respectively. This early deposit was sealed by a small patch of remnant plaster (20090) in
its southeastern corner. This remnant plaster was in turn sealed by packing material (20070), measuring 1.26m
x 0.32m with a thickness of 0.05m, along its northwestern edge; as well as a similar deposit of packing materials
(20088), measuring 0.35m x 0.32m and also with a thickness of 0.05m, along its southwestern edge. These two
deposits made up the western border of the later sunken floor sequence (20067) that sealed them. The clear
western boundaries of the floor may
have to do with the installation F.3433
on the western wall F.5036 of B.80 (for
more information on F.3433, see Regan
in 2010 Archive Report).

Feature 3439

This feature is a narrow bench with a
raised eastern end that has remnants
of cattle bucrania attached to it. It mea-
sures 1.39m x 0.29m with a height of
0.25m on the lower, western end and a
height of 0.35m on the eastern end. It
has been burnt along its southern edge,
but not along its northern side. The ear-
liest exposed layer is a plastered surface
that is only partially exposed and con-
tains traces of a red geometric paint-
ing along its northern side, containing
the same shapes and motifs as the wall
painting on the lower panel of the build-
ing’s eastern wall F.5014 and potentially
closely associated to an earlier incarna-
tion of the painting (Figure 3.18). This
layer was sealed by another plastering
event (21719), also with traces of a red
geometric painting similar to the wall
painting but this time on its southern
side (Figure 3.19). As of now, we hypoth-
esize that this event is closely associated
or coeval with the latest incarnation of
the wall painting. This painted plaster
surface (21719) was in turn sealed by
another plastering event (18989).
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Figure 3.19. Traces of a red painting on F.3439 (east facing, Photo: Jason Quinlan).
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F.3439 is composed mostly of plastering events that are almost identical in texture, color, and inclusions (or
lack thereof). Thus far, we have been able to use the red pigment as an interface between the different events
and excavate stratigraphically.

Southern activity area
Feature 7401

Feature 7401 was first identified as a platform during the 2013 field season and consists of a raised area abutting
the eastern wall F.5014 to the east, and bordered by the bench F.3439 and the ladder platform F.3437 to the
north and south, respectively. This feature’s western border has been scoured away, but a sunken plaster floor to
the west partially seals this feature. It measures 1.03m by 0.80m and has a height of 0.10m. Its earliest excavated
deposit consists of a plaster floor sequence (21730), in turn sealed by a floor sequence (20095). This sequence
was then sealed by another floor sequence (20084). These units were excavated as composite sequences (plas-
ter and make-up) because of the heavy charring of the deposits and the unevenness of the surface.

Feature 5041

During the 2014 field season work contin-
ued on the removal of the oven F.5041, first
exposed in 2010 (Figure 3.20). Surprisingly,
we were unable to find earlier phases or
incarnations of an oven. In its place, we in-
stead found three succeeding white plaster
floor sequences, which will be discussed
below as part of the southern floors. The
earliest traces of the oven consisted of a
heat affected and very compact oven base
(20047), which was sealed and surrounded
by packing material (20049). These depos-
its were in turn sealed by the construction
horizon of the oven (20033).

Feature 3437

This feature is an L-shaped ladder platform
located in the southeast corner of Sp.135,
measuring 0.91m long by 0.55m wide, with
a height of 0.16m and notably contains and
respects the charred remains of the ladder
base (18963), previously identified as elm.
The earliest excavated deposit (20044) be-
longing to this feature was a highly burned
and friable floor sequence that was exca-
vated as composite because of the eroded
and burnt condition of the deposit.

Feature 7402

Feature 7402 is an earlier incarnation of the

i e : : __ | later hearth F.3436 (which was first identi-
Figu're 3.21. 'White plaster floors that predate oven F.5041 (south facing, Photo:  fied and excavated in 2013 and completed
Justine Issavi). in 2014). F.7402 is a raised, molded, circular
fire installation. Bordered by sunken dirty floors to the east, a raised platform like area to the south, a patch of
make-up layers to the west, and the main sunken floor to the north bound it (Figure 3.21).
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The earliest deposit of this feature that has been excavated is a friable clay superstructure (21733) around
the edge of the hearth, which was sealed by another layer of superstructure packing along the edge (21731).
It is important to note the earliest layer (21733) seals the main sunken floor stratigraphically. The layer (21731)
was then in turn sealed by another friable layer of hearth superstructure, around the edge (21729). Sealing
this layer was a friable, brownish-orange superstructure (21728) that extended across the entire feature and
demonstrated a distinct change in the construction of the hearth from smaller and more circular in shape in
earlier phases, to larger and more irregular and rectangular in later phases as can be seen with F.3436. Sealing
this superstructure was a fine white plaster lipped and molded edge (20078), extending along the southern,
western, and northern edges of F.7402. The plaster edge laps up onto dirty floor and packing layers to the west
of the hearth, and sealed a patch of floor packing (20088) located between the hearth and the western wall of
B.80. The plaster edge was sealed by a burnt orange clay superstructure (20086) located along the edge and the
center of F.7402, which may be indicative of the construction of a miniature hearth base within the larger fea-
ture. Sealing this layer was very loose laminated hearth floors (20085). These floors seem to extend only over the
top of the superstructure (20086) and not the full area of the hearth. Sealing these floors was a layer of friable
superstructure along the southern edge of the feature (20083). The floors (20085) associated with superstruc-
ture (20086) were also sealed by a layer of laminated, eroded hearth floors (20081) near the Northeastern edge
of feature. This compound flooring event (20081) seems to have extended to the rims, sides, and center of the
hearth. The complex stratigraphic relationships between the different floors and superstructures seem to be
due to the manner in which the hearth was cleaned, as burned material was dug out from the center of the fire
installation in order to make room for new construction layers. Sealing the superstructure layer (20083) was a
friable clay superstructure (20077) that extends along all edges of the feature, and represents the latest layer in
the construction of F.7402.

Feature 3436

Sealing both the clay superstructure (20077) and eroded floors (20081) of F.7402 was the earliest layer of F.3436,
a layer of friable clay superstructure (20075). This layer (20075) seems to be similar in construction to the su-
perstructure below (20075), but its footprint and extent is much larger, and more irregular in shape. Sealing this
superstructure layer is another construction layer (20052), which was in turn sealed by another clay superstruc-
ture layer (20051). This layer was sealed by a layer of eroded, laminated hearth floors (20050), which were then
sealed by another layer of laminated, very heavily burned floors with large charcoal inclusions (20048). Sealing
this layer is another deposit of
very ashy, degraded, laminat-
ed floors (20046). These floors
were also sealed by another
layer of compound, laminat-
ed floors (20045). Sealing this
layer was a friable sandy clay
superstructure (20042). This
construction layer was sealed
by two deposits (20028) and
(20038), a hearth deposit and
a patch of dirt floor to the east
respectively, which were iden-
tified and excavated in 2013. In
general, the eroded hearth lay-
ers proved to be very sterile in

LA i e d,r _._ﬁ i terms of organic material, most
Figure 3.22. South-facing side of partition wall extension F.7403 with vert'ica/ bricks (north likely due to frequent cleaning
facing, Photo: Justine Issavi). and scouring in antiquity.
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Southern floors

Beyond the in situ and identified structural elements, the southern activity area that has been exposed extends
from the western edge of platform F.3437 to the southwestern corner of Sp.135, with the bench F.3439, hearth
F.7402, and the main floor acting as the northern boundary. This southern area consists of three smaller sep-
arate plastered areas: one in the place where the oven was previously located, another in the southwestern
corner of Sp.135 (currently identified as a raised floor), and a sunken floor flanked by the hearth F.7402 to the
west and platform F.7401 to the east. The boundaries between these areas were frequently unclear, especially
because of the higher level of fire damage and erosion, which is why we have not been always able to define
exact stratigraphic relationships with adjacent depositional events (Figure 3.21).

The earliest deposit excavated in the sunken floor area was a sunken floor sequence (21722) that partially
locked the hearth F.7402 superstructure. (21722) contained a small and shallow (depth of 0.09m) circular cut
(21725) with a diameter of 0.16m containing a small amount of fill (21724). Similar small, circular pits have been
found in close proximity to the hearth feature in the neighboring, but earlier, B.89 (See Taylor in 2013 Archive
Report as well as in current volume). These deposits were sealed by a make-up layer (20069), in turn sealed by
an ashy lens (20057) and sandy packing material (20066). (20066) was sealed by another make-up layer (20065)
and along with the aforementioned deposits fill in the earlier sunken floor (21722).

The earliest deposit belonging to the raised floor in the southwestern corner of Sp.135 excavated is a
make-up (20076) and plaster (20074) sequence, also containing an irregular but shallow cut (depth of 0.13m)
cut (21722) with a diameter of 0.52m containing a piece of ground stone lodged into the surface of the cut but
otherwise a relatively sterile fill (21721). These deposits are sealed by a make-up layer (20068), which is in turn
sealed by an irregular sandy deposit (20064). The irregular nature of this deposit suggests that it may have been
acted as a kind of leveling preparation for subsequent events. A plaster surface (20063) and a make-up layer
(20060) sealed (20064), respectively.

The earliest deposit uncovered in the southern portion of Sp.135 and abutting the eastern partition wall
F.5038 (i.e., the previous location of the oven F.5041) was a make-up layer (20061), which was sealed by a
plastering event (20059). This floor sequence—along with the aforementioned sequence (20063, 20060) in the
southwestern corner of Sp.135; although only partially in this case—were sealed by a succession of thin, white
plaster floors ((20058), (20054), (20053)-from earliest to latest). The position of these floor sequences, the ‘clean’
or whiteness of the plaster, along with the slimness and general delicacy of these southern floors suggests that
they were laid down in quick succession in preparation for the addition of the oven F.5041; furthermore, they
were probably not exposed for an extended period of time (Figure 3.21).

Feature 3428

This feature consists of remnants of a post placed in the southern portion of B.80’s eastern wall, F.5014, and was
first identified during the 2010 field season. Although the feature was not yet stratigraphically free, the remain-
ing charred timber (21734) and fill (18939) had to be excavated, by the Catalhdylik Anthracology team, during
this season because of its increasingly deteriorating condition and threat of potential collapse. The timber was
predated by a host of plastering events with alternating red painted and white plaster, as well as post mainte-
nance. As a result of these early activities, we were able to deduce that the timber (21734), did not reach the
top of the eastern wall F.5014 and thus could not provide much structural support. Feature 5014’s northern post,
F.3429, also exhibits potentially corroborating evidence although it remains unexcavated (For detailed discussion
see the Anthracology Report in current volume).

Feature 7403

Feature number 7403 was attributed to the extension of B.80’s southeastern partition wall (F.5038) after its re-
moval during this field season. The complete removal of this extension has exposed the earlier wooden thresh-
old (19804)—first recognized and recorded in 2011—that divides Sp.135 and Sp.373.
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Although originally this extension was considered part of the partition wall, its later construction and the
dissimilar nature of its vertically placed bricks (18911) and mortar (20062) impelled us to identify it as a separate
feature. This extension consisted of three courses of vertical bricks, with a height of 0.67m, length of 0.33m, and
width measuring 0.26m (Figure 3.22).

This extension was built on top of a distinct preparation layer ((20091), (20092)) and was sealed by the
three white plaster floors (20058), (20054), (20053). The vertical and generally sloppy nature of this extension,
especially in direct comparison to the existing eastern partition F.5038, suggests that this extension was poten-
tially built in a hurry. These characteristics then lend credence to the hypothesis that the extension was built in
order to accommodate the later oven F.5041.

Space 373

Space 373 is a smaller storage room located in the southern part of B.80. Because of safety concerns, the south-
ern limit of excavation (LOE) for B.80 was pushed further north and the original extent of the space, or the
building remains unknown. We realized soon after excavating in this space that there was remnant room fill that
needed to be excavated from this space although we initially believed that the occupation floors of Sp.373 had
been reached in 2010.

The earliest exposed surface consists of a patchy, ashy, midden lens that is rich in artifacts and sealing bits
of plaster (possibly representing Sp.373’s occupation floors). To the west, an intact—and potentially in situ—
brick (measuring 0.36m x 0.20m and roughly oriented on an east-west axis) has been partially uncovered. Al-
though the brick is positioned near B.80’s western wall, F.5036, it is not directly abutting it. These unexcavated
deposits were sealed by a clay and charcoal rich room fill deposit (21727) that extends beyond the current LOE.
(21727) was sealed by another highly burned room fill layer (21726), which is itself sealed with another artifact
rich room fill deposit (21720), which contained a cluster (21723) of bone and stone cluster (generally weathered
and broken) just south of the western partition wall, F.5037. The cluster (21723) was then sealed by a mixed
room fill deposit (21718)—rich in charcoal, plaster, and clay—that covered the entire excavation area in Sp.373
and extended beyond LOE.

The difference in terms of artifact densities of the fill in Sp.373 and the relative sterility of the occupation
floors in Sp.135 is stark and was one of the impetuses leading us to interpret the deposits in Sp.373 as room fill
(one exception to this stark difference would be the midden-like fills that Sp.135’s structural elements—such as
the pillars F.3428 and F.3429 and the installation F.3433—seem to contain).

Concluding notes

It is hoped that the excavation of this building can be completed by the end of the upcoming field season,
however, since we were unable to reach some of B.80’s burial sequences (i.e. F.3440) it is difficult to predict
the amount of time needed to complete this removal. It should also be noted that the latest burial sequenc-
es—F.7400, F.7404, F.7405 and F7406—all consist of children (juveniles under 10 years of age in the case of
F.7400 and F.7404 and infants in the case of F.7405 and F.7406).

Additionally, while B.80’s hearth F.7402 was active without a coeval oven, the lack of an earlier incarna-
tion of the oven F.5041 is also stimulating and could further substantiate claims of sharing, especially in regards
subsistence and productive activities. It could also have implications regarding symbolic activities as the links
that have been made with the eastern wall’s geometric painting and the platform F.3440 and bench F.3439
stratigraphically correlate with the oven-less phase of B.80. Whether or not there was an earlier oven in another
location (beyond current LOE) cannot be concretely established, although typically this is unlikely.

Lastly, in spite of B.80’s great state of preservation, it has often been difficult to ascertain certain rela-
tionships between the building’s structural elements and features, especially concerning homogenous plas-
tering events and flooring sequences (this point is especially salient in areas where fire damage is substan-
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tial). Nevertheless, a number of solid stratigraphic links have been made between the features in Sp.135,
which indicate an alternating cycle of re-plastering and maintenance taking place throughout the occupation
of the building; though the more wide-ranging implications of these interesting phenomena can be fully ex-
plored once the removal of the building and its post-excavation stratigraphic analysis have been completed.

Building 89

Introduction

This season saw the continuation of the excavation of the occupation sequence in B.89, Sp.379 (work has been
ongoing since 2011). There was a particular focus upon the hearth sequence in the southern part of the building,
which was linked into a sequence of dirty floors and an in situ grinding stone installation. Burials were excavated
in the northwest platform only. Notably the building is still being excavated by a team from Duke University (for-
merly UC Merced, California), who continue to experiment with various techniques of digital data capture and
recording, focusing upon 3D and tablet technology in the field (as part of the 3D(D)igging Project).

Flgure 3.23. North facmg overview of Building 89 post excavation (Photo: Jason Qumlan)

The structure (Figure 3.23) is situated in sequence directly under B.76 and likely dates to Level South P. It is
a large square structure, the exposed limits of which are approximately 5.80m north-south by 5.20m east-west,
with platforms (and burial sequences) situated along the northern and eastern walls, hearths and dirty floors in
the southern half of the central space, a possible partitioned storage zone on the western side of the structure,
and a number of post scars and retrieval pits. The southernmost end of structure (including key features such
as the oven sequence, ladder scar and southeastern platform and any storage structures that might be situated
against the southern wall, as seen elsewhere on the site) extends below the southern limit of excavation in the
shelter in order to meet health and safety requirements.
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Space 379

At the end of excavation the occupation sequence of B.89 remains incompletely excavated. However progress
was made in several areas, with a strong focus upon a sequence of hearths in the southern part of the space
and the platforms along the northern and eastern wall. In fact the earliest deposits excavated this season in the
southern part of the space, were two patches of ‘dirty’ gray/yellow clay-silt floor with charcoal and plaster inclu-
sions, abutting the hearth structure, in the southern half of the main floor. These surfaces, (21904) to the east
of the hearth and (21908) to the west, may have been the same deposit (at c.1006.30m ASL). The form was a
narrow patch around the rim of the hearth, whilst the latter filled the area in the southwestern exposure of the
space between the hearth and the southern bench extending from the eastern wall. These surfaces were both
sealed by another similar small patch of floor (21903), a light brown clay-silt with flecked charcoal inclusions. All
of these surfaces were less than 0.04m thick.

This upper surface was then truncated by an early (but not the earliest) incarnation of the hearth, a sub-cir-
cular cut (21909). This cut was approximately 0.60m in diameter although the depth remains unclear as its lining
remains in situ. The hearth was lined with two fragments of gray silty-clay rim with charcoal flecks: (21900) on
the southwestern side and (30999) on the northeast. Where it survived the rim was ¢.0.03m thick and ¢.0.07m
wide.

At this point the hearth was sealed on its southern side by a small patch of black friable sandy ash (30994),
which may have been a working surface or charcoal (¢.0.25m by ¢.0.39m and 10mm thick at a height of 1006.32m
ASL). Meanwhile inside the hearth two compact gray silty-clay infill deposits were identified: (21902) on the
southwest and (21906) in the centre of the hearth. These underlay another similar hearth infill (30998) against
the southern and western edge of the hearth. This was truncated to the northwest, by a shallow ovoid cut
(30997), adjacent to the main hearth structure. At ¢.0.61m long by c.0.36m wide (and only ¢.0.06m deep) this
cut was oriented northwest-southeast and filled with a loose light red clay-silt fill, whose color suggest that the
feature, F.3491, functioned as a secondary fire spot associated with the hearth.

Elsewhere in the space, at the northern limits of the central area, along the southern face of the north-cen-
tral platform was a thick band of reinforcing material or make-up (21907). This would have probably formed a
€.0.08m thick remodeling of this face of the platform, which although truncated on the top in antiquity, was
undoubtedly sealed by the earliest currently excavated central floor of the space (30993), ¢.1.73m long (north-
south) by ¢.1.37m wide (east-west). This was compact gray and yellow sandy clay, which contained some plaster
fragments and charcoal flecks. It may in fact be that this deposit was a make-up layer. This was in turn sealed by
gray and white patch of similar material in the northwest corner of the central floor area (30988), ¢.0.83m long
by ¢.0.53m wide, both of these deposits were <0.04m thick.

Adjacent to this later floor was a small layer of makeup (30969) and associated light brown clay partition
wall (30971), which seemed to define the western limit of the central floor space. Also cutting the surface
(30993) was a shallow concave, circular cut or scoop, ¢.0.05m deep with a diameter of 0.18m (30986). This was
filled with friable yellow-brown sandy clay, with plaster flecks (30984). The function of this feature was unclear.
All these units were sealed by a light gray-brown clay-silt floor (30960), which covered most of the central area of
the space (approximately 1.69m across, 0.04m thick at a height of 1006.34m ASL). On its southern side this floors
was in turn sealed by a soft strip of sandy ash-like material (30996), orientated northwest-southeast (c.0.84m
long by ¢.0.22m wide), which although associated with the ‘dirty floors’ to its south, may have been an interface,
or possibly makeup to ‘soften’ or reduce the step down into the central area of the space.

At a similar point in the sequence on the north-central platform, a compound layer (21901), consisting of
white plaster, sealing light gray make-up, was identified upon the platforms southwest corner (c.0.01m thick,
by c.1.28m east-west, and ¢.0.63m north-south, at ¢.1006.43m ASL). A shallow pit (30985) cut this surface, be-
tween 0.42-0.51m in diameter and 0.14m deep. The fills of the pit were all virtually sterile, giving no indication
of function. The primary fill was brown clayey-sand with white plaster and charcoal flecks (30983), and formed
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a 0.03m band across the bottom of the cut. The upper fill, (30979), was a gray sandy clay, which contained some
charcoal and small stones.

Back in the south of the space, around the hearth a new sequence of floors began to accumulate. To the
immediate north was a small strip of friable light-gray sandy-silt (30992), ¢.0.50m by c.0.43m (orientated broadly
east-west). This ran along the lip which formed the southern boundary of the central floors. It was broadly con-
temporary with another patch of floor to the south of the oven (30991), which was very similar in composition
(c.0.54m by ¢.0.58m across, at the same height ¢.1006.31m ASL).

These interacted with the hearth sequence itself, being sealed by some of the hearths infill deposits,
(30989) to the south and (30990) to the east. Both were sterile loose orange-gray or gray silts (up to 0.04m
thick), truncated by later modifications of the hearth structure. These were sealed by couple of clearly distin-
guished thin gray, orange and red sandy clay hearth infills, (30987) and (30980) respectively, ranging from 0.01-
0.06m thick. The uppermost of these fills formed the foundation for a new remodeling event, which began with
the moulding of a new rim (30966), made of light brown sandy-clay, ¢.0.03m thick around the edge of the struc-
ture (approximately 0.78m in diameter when complete). This in turn was sealed by another rim structure (30964),
made of similar material, which widened the hearth to ¢.0.84m, and gave the hearth a more angular (square)
shape in plan (although only the northern and eastern sides remained. No floors or basal surfaces associated
with the earlier rim remain in situ, presumably having been scoured out during the later remodeling. At this
point the hearth contained another burnt yellow-reddish gray sandy clay infill (30924), which was differentially
colored radially due to the heat (c.0.03m thick). The north side of the rim at this phase was sealed by a very thin
(>0.01m thick) patchy gray-white floor plaster (30963), c.0.07m wide by ¢.0.47m long at a height of 1006.28m
ASL.

Stratigraphically this was sealed by an-
other dirty floor, (30962), which absolutely
overlay the earlier (30992) to the northwest
of the hearth. This deposit was a light brown
sandy clay, ¢.0.06m thick (c.0.25m wide by
¢.0.35m long), which marked the end of this
phase of the hearth sequence. However, this
phase of hearth activity may have been con-
tiguous (at least stratigraphically) with the
deposition of a ground stone installation ap-
proximately 0.5m west of the hearth (Figure
3.24). This installation was set into another
compound dirty floor (30953), gray-brown
silty clay which spread along the southern
limits of this area, extending below the limit
of excavation.

Figure 3.24. Southern act'lwty area of B. 89 /nclud/ng gr/nd/ng /nstallat'lon to
the west of the hearth (north facing, Photo: Maurizio Forte).

The installation itself was set into an ovoid cut (30951), ¢.0.47m long by ¢.0.31m wide and ¢.0.09m deep,
oriented east-west. The main grinding tool was part of a cluster of ground stone and bone objects (30945), and
was set into a yellow clay packing material (30944), which essentially filled the cut. This infill was in turn cut by a
burial cut (30943), which could not be properly excavated as it extended below the southern limit of excavation
(filled by 30940). This burial and the fills of the grinding stone setting was then sealed by another short sequence
of gray-brown dirty floors (30939) and (30936), which were topped by a gray-white plaster surface (30978) at a
height of 1006.27m ASL. This floor sequence was finally sealed yet another dirty floor (19837) which spanned
the whole area to the west of the hearth (with the grinding stone poking through — therefore functioning with
the whole sequence of surfaces), covering an area of ¢.1.00m east-west by ¢.0.50m north south. All of these
deposits to the north and west of the hearth were finally sealed by a final gray brown ‘dirty’ surface (30932),
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¢.0.63m by ¢.0.48m at a height of 1006.37m ASL — this marked the highest point in the sequence excavated this
season.

Cut into the floor (30991) to the south of the hearth was a stake hole (30981), c.0.14m in diameter and
¢.0.11m deep, which was the first in a series, interleaved into the stratigraphic sequence here (Figure 3.25).
These stake holes were all set around the southeastern quadrant of the hearth, and may be associated with
some kind of superstructure that extended over the hearth (for cooking, supporting pots, etc.). This stake hole
contained two gray silt fills with some charcoal inclusions: (30982) and (30976). This feature was immediately
sealed by a patch light gray-brown ‘dirty’ floor (30975) (which also sealed a one of the earlier hearth infills
(30990) above), and may have been associated with a second surface, (30977), to the east. The surfaces sloped
gently from west to east, from 1006.34m ASL to 1006.27m ASL.

At this point in the sequence there
appears to have been a single remod-
eling event associated with the spaces
eastern furniture, specifically a light gray
make-up and white re-plastering event
which covered the southern bench ex-
tending from the eastern wall, ((30956),
(30952) and (30922)), as well as the
surface of the central eastern platform
(30917) and the north-east platform
(30921). Meanwhile west of the hearth
area small patch of residual mud-brick
infill (30958) was located on the north
side of the step down into the central
floor area.

Figure 3.25. Sout facing detail of the hearth sequence with associated tc;e holes At around this point in the se-
on the southeast side (Photo: Jason Quinlan). quence the second of the stake-hole
cuts associated with the southern side of the hearth (30974), and its fill (30972). This stake-hole had a diameter
of ¢.0.13m and was 0.15m deep. It may have been associated with another light gray clay silt surface, or make-
up (30973), at 1006.30m ASL. Both were in turn sealed by a further similar surface (30970) at 1006.32m ASL.
Before being finally sealed by a white plaster layer (30968), approximately 0.88m square just to the east of the
hearth. Two further ‘dirty’ gray surfaces were then identified in this area, (30967) & (30965), reinforcing a pat-
tern around the hearth (especially on this eastern side) of constant use and reuse, wear and re-surfacing. At this
level two further stake-holes were identified, (30942) and its fill (30941), as well as (30961) and its fill (30959).
It is unclear whether these to features functioned at the same time (this may be an artifact of local scouring of
the associated floor surfaces, however morphologically they were almost identical to the two identified earlier
in the sequence (see above).

Two further patches of ash rich (cinders?) gray silty floor (30937) and (30938) sealed these features at
a height of ¢.1006.37m ASL. Forming the final part of this sequence of remnant ‘dirty’ floors — culminating in
(30934) and (30935) at ¢.1006.35m ASL (the latter having been scoured out to the point where it could only be
identified against the southern face of the south bench extending from the eastern wall of the space. These were
topped by a white plaster surface (30931), which linked into a central floor make-up(19835). This was a light
brown sandy clay, ¢.0.05m deep which covered most of the central area (c.1.94m by ¢.1.86m across), marking
the latest unit to be excavated this season in that part of the building.

Within the central floor area itself, this uppermost plaster sealed a second earlier floor (30957). This was
sealed by (but probably contiguous with) a thin band of residual make-up (30954) and plaster surface (30949)
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on the southern face of the north-central platform. The make-up was a light gray-brown sandy silt material
and may have been associated with a very similar patch of make-up and floor on the top of the same platform
(30950), which had included patches of lighter gray plaster (c.1.80m by c.1.27m and ¢.0.03m deep, at a height of
1006.44m ASL). The make-up on the top surface appeared to be associated with two further patches of distinct
white plaster sealed the upper surface of the platform: (30946) on its southwest corner and (30947) in the cen-
tre. The uppermost complete surface in this platform sequence was a friable gray silty clay (19836), which sealed
the whole bench at a height of between 1006.48m ASL and 1006.44m ASL. This was probably contiguous with
the central floor (19835) (described above), and was finally sealed by two further remnant white plaster floors,
(30923) then (30933), white were the latest deposits to be excavated this season.

The last sequence to discuss this season is the ongoing burial sequence situated in the northeast platform
(Figure 3.26). Currently this is not stratigraphically tied down, as it remains incompletely excavated. The earliest
element in this burial sequence identified this season was an ovoid burial cut (30930), c.0.80m long by c.0.5m
wide and at least 0.18m deep (although probably much deeper, but truncated by subsequent burials in the se-
guence). This cut was probably cut into the platform make-up (30921) described above, although excavation of
earlier burials in the sequence may reveal that it is higher in the stratigraphic sequence. This cut contained two
individuals an adult skeleton (30928) with a child (30927) situated upon its chest: F3484. The adult appeared to
be associated with a grinding stone situated upon its ribcage as well. This burial was filled with a friable gray silt-
clay infill (30929). Within this fill were two clusters of human bone, (30920) set against the northwest wall of the
cut, and (30914) on the northeast, which consisted of a number of poorly preserved long [?] bone fragments and
a couple of fragments of cranium. This phase of the burial sequence was sealed by two further infills (30910) and
(19897). This represents the very latest deposit excavated this season in B.89.

Figure 3.26. Burial sequence in the northeast platform of B.89 (north facing).
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Concluding notes

Work in B.89 remains ongoing, it is clear from the sections in the various post-holes and cut features that there
are a number of phases of occupation, and burial left within the structure. Work will continue here next season.
All recording carried out this season was conducted, as in previous seasons, using a variety of digital data cap-
ture techniques, including 2D tablet recording and 3D modeling, coordinated by the 3[D]igging Project at Duke
University, US, who are responsible for the area (see report in this volume).

Building 96
Allison Mickel

Introduction

Building 96 was first excavated in 2010 by Lisa Yeomans, beginning with the removal of its infill and the discern-
ment of two spaces separated by a threshold and lintel (Figure 3.27). Space 370, to the south, represents the
building’s main living area. Only the northern half of Sp.370 will be excavated for health and safety reasons. The
function of the northern room, Sp.444, remains uncertain though storage has been proposed. In 2012 and 2013,
work in B.96 continued under the supervision of Agata Czeszewska and Johanna Bergqvist respectively, focusing
on the occupation sequence in Sp.370. Excavations in these seasons concentrated especially on understanding
the many complex, intercutting burials in platform F.3508 along with their associated floors. The strategy for
the 2014 season was to continue removing the layers of floor plaster and makeup in Sp.370, as well as to begin
investigating the deposits in Sp.444. Simultaneously, the conservation team systematically removed plaster from
the east wall F.4092 in order to reveal the geometric wall painting (20869) on its western face.

Figure 3.27. North-facing overview o B.96, post-excavation (Photo: Jason Quinlan).
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Space 370

The first task of the 2014 season was to excavate a shallow circular pit (F.7013) in the floor of Sp.370, which had
been filled with homogeneous gray clay (20847) in order to make a level surface for the floor. The purpose of this
pit is ambiguous, as it was only 4cm deep and contained no finds. It was also later cut into by a larger pit (F.7000)
which obscures its original full extent.

Pit F.7013 represents only one instance where the floor of Sp.370 has been cut into and where, despite the
significant time and labor investment necessary to create so many pristine, white floor layers, the floor is broken
and/or sloping. There are also many burials cut through these plaster floors (e.g. F.7007, F.7003, F.7012, F.7015,
F.7010), along with post retrieval pits (F.3510, F.3500, F.3506). These features, in addition to the number of ani-
mal burrows and cracking in the space, make it difficult during the excavation process to be certain of revealing a
consistent, contemporaneous, and contiguous floor layer. However, near the end of the season, we encountered
makeup layer (20877) which was applied consistently across the entire extent of Sp.370 and allowed us to cor-
relate all of the plaster layers we had excavated separately throughout the season.

In total, we excavated this season four complete floors, each composed of plaster on top of a makeup layer.
The first consisted of plaster (20849) and makeup (20852) and (20854), followed by plaster (20855), (20866),
and (20857) applied onto makeup (20862) and (20861). The next earliest floor was composed of plaster layers
(20873), (20867), and (20865) and makeup (20874) and (20872). Significantly, the deposition of this floor layer
also entailed a remodeling of northeastern platform F.3507, in which a 29cm-wide addition (20867) was added
to its southern edge. This addition was composed of 9cm of pure plaster, which is unusual; more often, furniture
in houses at Catalhoyik are built primarily with clay packing and a plaster surface is applied on top. A possible
reason for modifying platform F.3507 with so much pure plaster became apparent as we excavated the subse-
guent floor, represented by plaster (20875) and (20876) and makeup (20877), which showed significant damage
to the southwestern corner and southern edge of platform F.3507. Given the degree of damage that this area
had suffered in the past, the decision may have been made to apply plaster extremely thickly to the southern
edge of the platform, so that potential future breakage and erosion would not be so apparent.

This season, we also lifted two skeletons exposed at the end of the 2013 season, (20850) and (20859). The
Human Remains report gives a full account of the burials excavated this year; those found in B.96 will only be
briefly summarized here. Although some bones of these two skeletons had been revealed last year, the burial
cuts were not. Both lay below F.7003, a burial excavated in 2013, but the edges of the cuts extended beyond
that of F.7003. Skeleton (20850), burial F.7012, is the later in the sequence. It was a primary disturbed juvenile,
very tightly flexed whose cranium had been crushed and moved laterally to the south. Skeleton (20859), burial
F.7015, was also a disturbed juvenile, from whom the axial skeleton, left upper limbs, and cephalic extremity
were all missing. It is likely that the burial cut for F.7003 severely disturbed F.7015.

The conservation team’s work on the eastern wall F.4092 revealed four layers of red wall painting and a
plaster ridge. The outermost (20868) was only preserved in small patches of solid red. Behind this layer, they
uncovered a plaster ridge (20878). The ridge antedated a painting of a geometric pattern (20869) reminiscent
of the ‘brick’ motif found elsewhere on the site (e.g. B.80). This painting differed from other brick paintings in
that the geometric motif appeared in columns, or strands, painted vertically on the wall face. At least seventeen
columns were found across the western face of F.4092, with those toward the left side appearing straighter and
those toward the right more slanting. Behind this layer, it became clear that there were two other, earlier wall
paintings on F.4092 (20870) and (20871) which at this stage seem to be solid red bands, though further excava-
tion is required to confirm this early identification. Refer to the Conservation archive report for further details
on this work.

Space 444

In Sp.444, excavation began with a layer of ash (20856) that appears to signify the closing of this room. Since
2010, it has been noted that Sp.444 was clearly burnt, and this unit seems to represent that event. In the place
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where the ash was deepest and darkest, where the fire would have burnt the hottest, there was a ground stone
tool (20856.x1). Furthermore, below (20856) we uncovered a cluster of complete faunal bones (20863) including
two Bos scapulae, one equid scapula, one sheep scapula, one Bos astragalus, a Bos basicranium from a young
animal, and a crane ulna—a bone which has been suggested to have symbolic associations and potentially im-
portant in ritual events (Russell & McGowan 2003). Underneath this cluster, there was a 10cm-thick layer of
compact clay fill with extremely few finds, underscoring the evidence for the intentional deposition of cluster
(20863) and burning of Sp.444.

Building 97 and Building 130

Introduction

Building 97 has been exposed in plan since Mellaart’s 1960’s campaign and recent excavations of the struc-
ture, begun in 2010 by Lisa Yeomans, revealed that the uppermost layers of infill were also excavated by James
Mellaart, although he did leave some areas completely untouched, especially in the southeast corner of the
structure. Subsequent seasons of work in 2011, 2012 and 2013 have all focused upon removing the complex
sequence of occupation and burials within the building in order to get to the foundations and to understand the
broader relationship with the structures beneath it.

Of particular interest is the underlying building which might be associated (through the possible presence
of a niche or crawl-hole with Sp.160, to the north associated with Mellaart’s House 11, which serves as a critical
link in the overall stratigraphy of the South Area, and as such forms one of the excavation priorities linked to the
ongoing C14 dating project. Excavations in B.97 were reopened this year to continue to complete the occupation
sequence and expose this underlying architecture.

Building 97

This season there was very little excavation that can be directly attributed to B.97 this season, although much of
the lowest phases and almost all of the architecture remains in situ at the end of the season. This is because, as
the earliest room fill in the B.97 sequence was excavated (20375), underlying architecture, within the existing
limits of the B.97 structure, became evident in plan. As such, the decision was made during the excavation to
target this newly emergent architecture (named B.130 — which seemed likely to be the structure which held the
crucial link with Sp.160 to the north.

This effectively means that a strategic decision was made to dig out of phase, only tackling those B.97 units
that were necessary for freeing and exposing the B.130. The earliest B.97 elements removed were the poorly
preserved east-west orientated northern wall of the building (bricks: (20392), mortar: (20393)). This survived
very poorly since its northern face formed part of the erosion face of Mellaart’s 1960s excavations; the structure
being widest at the base and narrowing to a point on top. The total surviving length of the wall was about 4.80m
long by up to 0.20m wide, with a height of only 0.30m. Only two, possibly three courses were evident, but these
were very hard to distinguish, with the bricks and mortar being so cracked and badly preserved that the look
almost indistinguishable in places. Generally the bricks (c.0.35 long by ¢.0.13 high, full width unknown) were
compact gray clay with some charcoal inclusions and the mortar was very similar albeit a little lighter, with more
inclusions (including animal bone).

The wall was sealed by a very compact mid-gray silty-clay room fill, (20375), that was associated with the
construction phase of B.97 (despite its notable, almost indistinguishable similarity with the latest fill of B.130,
(20396), which clearly lay under the wall, see below). In fact the identification of (20375) was made in the 2013
excavation, but the unit being one of the earliest identified that year was never completed. The total depth of
this unit is now 0.24m and it is completely excavated at the end of this field season, with complete dimensions
of ¢.3.50m east-west by ¢.1.90m. north-south.
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This fill yielded almost no finds at this lower level; however, its excavation did reveal the presence of two
more infant/child burials in the northern part of B.97. This included F.3558, a child buried inside the very well-pre-
served phytolith remains of a basket (20395) tucked into the north-eastern corner of the underlying B.130, and
F.3559, an infant flexed on its right side in the northern part of the B.97. Any association between these burials
and the underlying architecture is probably misleading, since it seems likely that this architecture (specifically
the placement of its eastern walls) physically influenced the placement of the later platforms on the northern
and eastern sides of B.97. As such the burials (cut at a height of approximately 1006.20m ASL) were most likely
to be associated with the burial sequence in the northern platforms of this upper building. However, both burials
had cuts which were impossible to clearly define from above (the fill being so similar to the room fill through
which they were cut), leading to some speculation as to whether these to inhumations were in fact ‘foundation
burials’ — a trend which is certainly seen elsewhere on the site.

Building 130

Building 130 (Sp.529) was a small and very unusual building which lay immediately under the northwest corner
of B.97 (Figure 3.28). The plan of this almost square building (with a slight dogleg in the northeastern corner —
damaged by erosion) has many of the characteristic hallmarks (layout and furnishings) of a ‘whole building’;
however, its very small size (c.2.91m east-west by ¢.2.62m north-south) gives the space a ‘very compact feel’ in
comparison to other structures in the sequence/neighborhood. This season B.130 was excavated down to its
latest occupation surfaces, which for the most part were a series of very thin gray (‘dirty’) white plasters span-
ning the area of the room; although their preservation was particularly poor at the northern side due to cracking
— presumably arising from the proximity of the deposits to Mellaart’s section.

S,

Fgure 3.28. North facing overview of Building 97, with Building 130 in the northeast corner, post-excavation (Photo: Jason Quinlan).
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Generally the floors sloped slightly from north (c.1005.31m ASL) to south (c.1005.19m ASL). On the north-
ern side of the building part of the wall had to be removed in order to stabilize it, since it had also suffered by
being exposed as part of Mellaart’s erosion face. This wall, F.3562, survived to a height of 0.50m (bricks: (21200);
mortar: (21201)), and tapered to a point on top due to erosion, and was 0.20m wide at the base and did not
quite stretch the length of the northern part of the space (again due to erosion), having a surviving length of only
1.10m. It was plastered on its southern face (20397) with a very thin sterile light gray silt plaster, with no distin-
guishable layering. In fact it is this plaster, which had speculatively been thought to be a niche lining, suggesting
a link with the adjacent Sp.160. Actually the exposure of this plaster on its northern side was due to the bricks
having obliquely eroded away since their exposure in the 1960’s, and not the presence of a niche at all.

The rest of the walls of the structure remain in situ, the western limit of the building was actually defined
by the walls which go on to delineate the western wall of the later B.97, F.4086. The other unexcavated walls in-
clude F.3561 on the eastern side (bricks: (21202); mortar: (21203); internal plaster: (21204)), F.3563 to the south
(bricks: (21205); mortar: (21206); internal plaster: (21207)). The eroded dogleg in the northeastern corner of the
structure was defined by a short stub of wall, F.3564 (bricks: (21209); mortar: (21210); internal plaster: (21211)),
which was ¢.0.78m long and survived to a height of ¢.0.83m and a width at the base of ¢.0.33m. All of these walls
appear in plan to extend beyond the structure, either to the south or east accordingly, but this remains ambigu-
ous without further excavation.

The internal layout of the building was dominated by a shallow rectangular platform in the southeast cor-
ner (c.1.54m east-west by ¢.1.22m north-south, approximately 0.10cm high at its highest, with a surface height
of approximately 1005.20m ASL). Adjacent to the platform, in the southeast corner was a possible pyrotechnic
structure (hearth/oven?), which at the end of season was still covered by too many of its own fills to be clear
(although the presence of possibly fragments of burnt superstructure suggest that it may actually be an oven).
In plan this feature was ‘squarish’ (approximately 0.65m across), and possibly raised slightly above the actual
floor surface.

Sealing these features (all as yet unnumbered) was a primary room infill (20398). This unit covered the
spatial limits of the entire room, and was identified as a mid grayish-brown silty clay, with charcoal and plaster
inclusions. At 0.15m thick, it is worth noting that this deposit was indistinguishable from the infill unit that sealed
it (20396), which although seen as simply ‘mid brown’ silty clay was in fact only separated from the primary fill
as an arbitrary exercise, in order to retain a level of spatiotemporal control any artifacts that may be directly
associated with the floors themselves. Similarly, as mentioned in the discussion of B.97, it was very similar to the

~ : primary fill of that building also
(20375); a distinction being
made simply because the wall of
the up building clearly overly this
deposit. The implication of this
being that the abandonment and
infill of B.130 and the construc-
tion and makeup of the floors of
B.97 took place in quick succes-
sion. A notion supported by the
fact that both walls appear to
share the same western wall.
The infill of B.130 (Figure 3.29)
was virtually sterile in terms of
material culture, containing
charcoal flecks, and crushed
mudbrick architectural frag-
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Figure 3.29. Fills of Building 130 under excavation (Photo: Trevor liff). ments.
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Concluding notes on Buildings 97 and 130

Two things need to be noted in conclusion at the end of the 2014 excavation season in relation to B.130. The
first is that this is an unusual structure both spatially and temporally in terms of how it fits into the sequence.
It is extremely small, despite having the characteristic of a ‘normal’ Catalhdylik building, including: post-scars,
a platform (albeit in the ‘wrong place’) and hearth or oven. As such it may fit into a pattern of anomalous small
complex structures (e.g. B.49), but more work needs to be done to explore this possibility. Temporally the build-
ing appears to have a short lifespan (thin plaster, few signs of modifications), but more curiously it seems to be
incorporated into the construction of the later B.97, apparently sharing a western wall, whilst the other wall
clearly affecting the placement of the earliest incarnations of B.97’s internal furniture. This may be linked into
the anomalies noted by James Mellaart in his Level Vla/b (Levels South M, N and O), something which again may
require more thought when this sequence is completely excavated.

The second point is that the key objectives of our excavations here (relating to the requirements of the
Bayesian Dating Project) were successfully completed this season. The Sp.160 niche proved not to be a niche
after all, but rather an artifact of the oblique erosion of the northern wall of B.130. The bricks of this wall had
completely eroded on the western end of this wall, leaving the internal plaster face (originally on the south
face of the northern wall) adhering to the room infill (which was extremely clay-rich and compact). So no direct
stratigraphic link could be ascertained with Sp.160. However the eastern end of this and some associated floor
[?] plaster layers, could be seen in the erosion face to seal the southern walls of the Shrine 10 structure at the
next level down, which may be enough of a link to constrain the Bayesian Chronology.
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Chapter 4

Excavations in the TPC Area

Patrycja Filipowicz, Katarzyna Harabasz and Jedrzej Hordecki

Introduction

This year field works in the TPC Area were concentrated in Trench 4. It is placed between Trenches 1 and 2, di-
rectly to the north, and Trench 3, directly to the south — both excavated in the previous years. Trench 4 is located
on the southwest slope of the southern prominence of Catalhoyik East (the difference in elevation between its
western and eastern edge is c.1m). It is quadrilateral in shape with northern edge being 5.5m long, the southern
having 10m and the eastern measuring 9m in length.

An overall goal of the excavation of TPC Area is to link the stratigraphy of the TP sequence, excavated in the
year 2001-2008, to the stratigraphy of the South Area. It further aims to recognize architecture, burial practice,
pottery and obsidian manufacture and use, subsistence, landscape use, etc. in the period between the end of
the South Area sequence (Building 10 in Level South T) and the beginning of the TP sequence (Building 81 in
Level TP M) (see more: Marciniak et al. 2012).

Results of the previous excavation seasons in the TPC Area revealed a range of interesting features char-
acteristic for the Late Neolithic dated to the period between 6350 and 6100 cal BC. They were revealed in all
three excavated trenches. Altogether, remains of four Neolithic buildings in Trenches 1 and 2 and one in Trench
3 have been revealed to date. In the former contexts the two uppermost structures —B.109 and B.115 have been
badly destroyed, while earlier B.110 and B.121 are pretty well-preserved. The Neolithic B.122 from Trench 3 is
preserved in a relatively good shape. The dates and the character of the settlement architecture imply that the
studied sequence may have been in use as late as in the TP Area, which is the very end of the 7" millennium cal.
BC. The results of these works revealed also a range of characteristic features of the Anatolian Late Neolithic.
This is manifested in the sheer size of the buildings, presence of pebbled floors, construction of smaller rooms
inside existing larger structures as well as a probable lack of intramural burials and monumental installations.

Previous seasons brought about evidence of significant destructions of the Neolithic structures by intense
activities taking place in subsequent chronological periods, particularly evident in Trenches 1 and 2. The first
post-Neolithic destruction had a form of two large truncations (Sp.508 and Sp.497), which significantly destroyed
B.110. They were later backfilled with a range of heterogeneous materials. These were followed by a large Helle-
nistic settlement represented by numerous large pits, excavated in the 2012 and 2013 seasons (Marciniak et al.
2012, 2013). This settlement stretched as far as Trench 3, which forms the southernmost part of the TPC Area.
The best manifestation of the Hellenistic occupation in this part of the settlement was large and well preserved
building (B.120). Following the abandonment of the Hellenistic settlement, the northern part of the TPC Area
was further destroyed by two large truncations (Sp.507 and Sp.516). The final phase of occupation of the part
of the mound was large inhumation Byzantine and early Islamic cemetery excavated in the previous seasons.
It comprises the western part of the large burial ground revealed and excavated in the TP Area (Czerniak et al.
2001, 2002, 2003).

Excavations in the TPC Area in the past seasons were carried out in Trenches 1, 2 and 3, while Trench 4 has
not yet been excavated. Trench 1is 5 x 5m and is located directly to the south of the Mellaart Area A. Trench 2
is placed directly south of Trench 1 and its overall dimension is 5 x 6m. Trench 3 is located in southern part of
TPC Area as close as possible to the South shelter’s south-eastern corner and its eastern edge, where B.10 and
several associated exterior spaces were excavated in past years (Kotsakis 1996, 1997). It is quadrilateral in shape
with southern and eastern edges being 10m long and the northern edge measuring 6m in length.
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The main objective of this year works was to recognize and excavate post-Neolithic deposits in Trench 4 and
fully expose Neolithic strata. The ultimate goal of these works was to link the Neolithic structures in all four TPC
trenches. The outcome of the 2014 season was excavation of numerous post-Neolithic burials and Hellenistic
pits as well as exposure of the Neolithic architecture.

The works began with surface scraping in the newly opened Trench 4. A mixed layer directly below the
topsoil (30431) was first recorded. Its thickness varied from 20cm in its eastern part to 10cm in its western part
as features were recognized closer to the surface in that part of the trench. Features of different function were
exposed underneath this layer and were excavated accordingly.

The stratigraphic sequence identified in Trench 4 in the 2014 excavation season will be presented below.
When compared with a very complicated sequence from adjacent Trench 2, it appears not much simpler as it
lacks both Chalcolithic and Bronze Age strata. Further details of this sequence will be further clarified in the next
season, especially in southeast corner of the Trench where some of the post-Neolithic strata have not been com-
pletely lifted to date. This year works made it possible to identify the following sequence of occupational levels:
the Late Neolithic settlement, the Hellenistic settlement, the Early Islamic(?) occupation area, and the Early Is-
lamic burial ground (Figure 4.1.)

Figure 4.1. An overview of Trench 4 at the end of the 2014 excavation season.

The Neolithic sequence

The excavations carried out in the 2014 season in Trench 4 allowed us to reveal a number of Neolithic features.
They have been recorded directly underneath the surface in south-western, western, and northern parts of the
trench as well as in sections of many later pits that truncated the Neolithic deposits. As they have not yet been
excavated, their assessment will be only possible after the full excavation in the forthcoming season. Some of
these Neolithic features exposed this season, especially in southern part of the trench, are located very close to
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the surface and hence are significantly eroded away. Additionally, they were destroyed by intense post-Neolithic
occupation, in particular large burial ground and settlement.

A solid wall running north-south was identified and recorded as F.7357 (mudbricks recorded as (21055)).
This wall is likely associated with the complex B.122, revealed in Trench 3 in the previous field season (Marciniak
et al. 2013: 87-88). In particular, it may probably be linked with Sp.517, located in the northwest corner of Trench
3, and western wall of B.122 (F.7260). An infill layer deposited against this wall (F.7357) from the east was iden-
tified and recorded as unit (21046). It seems to be very thick, as seen in the section of later pit cuts. It will be
excavated in the forthcoming season.

Furthermore, fragments of possible
two Neolithic buildings have been recog-
nized at the bottom and in the section of
a large post-Hellenistic pit (F.7378), which
badly destroyed Neolithic deposits in the
west part of the trench (Figure 4.2). Two
abutting north-south walls made of solid
orange mudbricks have also been revealed.
The wall from its western side belongs to
yet unspecified building that extends be-
yond the western edge of the trench, while
the one from the east is a simple wall, be-
longing to yet unrecognized building locat-
ed in central part of the trench. Traces of
B ¥ 4 4@; _ plaster have been identified on these walls.
Figure 4.2. Neolithic features visible at the bottom and in sections of the Early An infill layer, deposited against these walls,
Islamic pit (F.7378). as well as a couple of features (possibly pit
or platform), have also been exposed. Both buildings have not yet been given separate numbers and they will
only be fully exposed and excavated in the 2015 season.

F

Additionally, a large Neolithic midden has been identified in northern part of the trench. It was recorded
both in the section of a Hellenistic pit (F.7366), located in the northwest corner of the Trench, and on the surface
and in sections of later pits in its northeast corner. These fragments are believed to belong to the same midden,
yet they were given separate numbers ((21038) and (21039)). Judging by their locatio